* - — — ä — a 
A 


% 


A 
Short Hiſtory 
O07 
CHISM 


Por the promoting of 
SEL >" 1 
= Chriſtian Moderation, 


Ws 


= — . 1 

5 8 . 
” x Ty 

: = + 5 wh 
— * - — 
AN . 


àiH Communion of Saints. : 


<< i T4 
_— Ve . „ — 


- - 5 eee "APR ; 
HEY I believe the Holy Catholick Church, the 
CEE Communion of Saints. 
ROM. XIV. 10, 19. Why doſt thou judg thy Brotber, 
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or ſet at nought thy Brother? We ſhall all ſtand be 
= fore the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, — — Let us 
EET] tberefore follow after the things which make for Peace, 
3 and the things wherewith one may edify another. 
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gh Conforcalts with the greateſt con- 


that 1 6275 be, a Schiſm, it lies upon 


A ſhort Fyſtory yf Schiſm. 


People againſt each other, and to pro- 
voke our Lord and Saviour to bring his 
righteous and fore Judgments upon us. 

Theſe things depend one upon ano- 
ther: For if Schiſm, in whomſoe ver it 
is, be as gr den Murder or Adulte- 
ry, then they that live in it, whether 
Conformiſts or Nonconformiſts, are in a 


FEM of Dam bon, and none may / wa 
| Wi t es 2 
will not, dilgy he | 


Diſlenters, be. gut of Schi{m,, for that | 
hath been args y done by many. The | 


fidence ſay, the Nonconſormiſts are guilty: 


of Eng . 0 f theſe with dyes) con- 
fidence urance deny it, and ſay, 


their high O ppoſer To he ſure many 


are a Sphifmaricks that are not; and 
tis, 2. au e thing to make them 


2 FF 


Schiſmaticks that are nd then pros 

. 5 — arne. 4 and treat them as 
uch ' c 
But! Mal gendder t the Dr I 


tions concerning Schiſmaticks.in general; 
that hey who arg guilty. of Schiſm, live i in 
a courſe of Sin 4 damning as Murder or A 
Adultery, amd are in a Stage of Damnation. 

And th We ma not werſbip. Gad ich 


thee at AN) gime. Hor r if any, have 
| „ 


A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm. 
expreſly{rreate@ of theſe, tho they be of 
ſo vaſt a Coneern, not to us only in this 
Nation at preſent, but to all that ſincere. 
ly ſerve Jeſus Chriſt beyond the Seas in 
it alt Nations and Places. | 
e- Tis only a certain Perſuaſion of the 


er falſegeſs bf thoſe things, and a Zeal to 
a I white the Servants of Chriſt (who, alas! 


ars 0 much divided in moſt places 1 
that puts me upon this; ſince hereby 
& © expoſe: my ſelf to the Reproaches and 
YA Cenſures' of many. But God, I hope, 
will accept of this my poor Endeavour; 
and tho fe uſe to be better by things that 
are written, may make this an occaſion to 
ſome or other candidly to conſider, and 
be led into à clearer underſtanding of 


on theſe and other uſeful things. 
WM {would look ill in Diſſenters to ſay, 


the Schiſm of thoſe that procur'd ſevere 
Laws to be made againſt them, is as 
damning as Murder or Adultety, 
And if it would look ſo ill in them, 
aan it look well in their high Oppoſers ? 
et the Diſſenters are far from ſaying ſo: 
hey ſay they have greatly fin'd by 
4 M auſing ch needleſs, doubtful or ſinful 
things to be 1mpos'd, on purpoſe to throw 
out abundance of uſeful Miniſters, and 
which had the effect they deſir'd; yet 
vo charitably believe that many of _ 
oY B 2 l 
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A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm, 


did it thro ignorance, , might have the 
true Grace of God in their Hearts, aud 
be ſav'd by a general Repentance, tho 
they juſtified that their Action to theit 
death. How much doth this look more 


like the Spirit of Chriſtianity, than that 
of their damning Oppoſers? 'To be ſure 
our. Princes and Parliaments were: far 
from imagining, that all who ſhould not 
obey their Laws for Conformity, ſhould } 
be damn'd for that. Had they thought 
their Laws would have that effect, they 
would never have made them: No, thoſe 
our wiſe Law. makers added Penalties 
ſuch as they could inflict, and as they | 
judg'd anſwerable to the Fault. 
I intend not to enter into the Diſputes 
concerning Schiſms or, Diviſions in Chur- 
ches or from Churches, or who are gull 
of them; that's done by many on al 
ſides. Dr. Stilling fleet and others charge 
it upon the Diſſenters, and many follow 
them: Dr. Owen, Mr. Baxter, and others 
lay it, if there be one, on their high Op- 
poſers, and many are of their mind. 
Since therefore both of them caſt it on 
one another, it's needfut to be impartiallß 
conſider'd by both, ſince God will judg 
them both without reſpect of Perſons. 
I ſhall therefore only ſtate the Queſtion 
|  Propos'd, and then give a ſhort ane 1 
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A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm. 
Jof Schiſm, * which may, I hope, ſet 
many things clearly before our Eyes, 


it and be much more uſeful than the hot 


and nice Diſputes of many, who being 
much wedded to their Opinions and In- 
tereſts, have, as they have manag'd it, 
made Schiſm ſeem a very contemptible 
ching, and to be but a Theological Scare- 


enquiry into it, are ready to relinquiſh or 

oppoſe it. wy 
Firſt, It's certain the Holy Scripture is 

the only ſure and perfect Rule whereby 


wander and err. The Laws of Men are 
not the Rule further than according to it. 
And *tis plain, the greateſt part of a 
Church or Nation may be guilty of 
Schiſm, and of what is worſe, as we 
ſee in France and other Countrys. Num- 
ber, Riches, Laws and Power cannot 
clear People of Schiſm, or condemn o- 
chers of it; yet thoſe that have them 
= boldly condemn others, and will hardly 


be perſuaded they can be guilty of it: 
We have a profound Honour for our Go- 


vernment, for our gracious Queen Anne, 

and our Parliaments, and bleſs God from 
our Souls for the many excellent things 
In Religion confirm'd by our Laws, and 


B 3 for 


3 


crow (as one calls it) us'd to uphold a Hates of 
Party, and to fright away ſuch as making ii. 


we are to judg of Schiſm, elſe we ſhall Fl. 1: 4 


ny conſiderable Perſons, - who like the 


of all. The very Papiſts amidſt all their 


A ſbort Hiſtorycf Schiſm, 
for the Encouragements and Protection 
ve enjoy; and tho condemn'd by many, 
faichfully ſtrive to uphold and ſtreng | 
then our Engliſb Church againſt wicked 
Men of all ſorts that would deſtroy it. 
Oraer in a Church, as well as in a King: 
dom or Army, is uſeful and neceſlary, 
This I ſuppoſe is a main-reafon why may 


Difſenters well, yet ſtick conſtantly to the 
eſtabliſh'd Church. But things maybe 
done decently and in order where there is 
not Uniformity, but a great variety. in 
lefler things in the ſame Nation, as ef 
old it was, and yet is in ſome places: 
and the Power of Goalineſs, and not a 
Form of it, is chiefly to be minded; for 
if that be wanting, Chriſt our Lord 
loaths both Churches and Nations. Or- 
der is greatly to be minded, but not to 
be held up to hinder that which is the Lyfe 


ah. me K de © han ans. IS a 4 wu» tro > £4 I AX 


Impoſitions, ſeem to have a careful Eye 
to that, in allowing ſo many, Religions | 
Orders, tho much differing from each 
other. Such Order as may exclude 4 
conſiderable part of Chriſt's beſt Soldiers, 
or ſhut many of his faithful Sheep | 
out of his Fold, and perhaps faithful i 
Shepherds too, cannot be pleaſing to 


him. 
Moſt 


\ 


J Moſt look on nothing as Schiſm but 
| oudy a Rent or Separation r] a Church 
— a juſt Cauſe; but *tis certain 


Schiſm is alſo a Rent or Diviſion in a 
Church, and the Scripture mentions that, 


Members of the ſame Church. The Co- 
rinthians who call'd on the Name of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt together, had theſe Evils 
among them, and were guilty of Schiſm. 

> And tis reported, that the great Bp Shel- 
is don (a chief Contriver of the ſtrict Act 
for Conformity in the year 62.) us'd to 
ſay, He had rather have a Schiſm ont of 
the Church than i» it, that s, out of the 
National Church of Ez 5 for all 
Schiſms are in the «Vat. Church, 

fince all out oft it are Jews, Mahometans 
or Heathens/596 & 10195 2005 

9. It's agreed by all, that thoſe wid 
exafe Diviſions and Diſſenſions is o from 
4 Church are the Schiſmaticks: The Sin 
of Schiſm lies At their door, at their door 
chiefly,” if not altogether. Schiſms are 
| oaus'd both by i»po/ing and oppoſing things 
Z without a juſt icauſe : and there are, tis 
to be fear'd; few Churches or Perſons 
2 chat are not ſome way or other more or 
leſs guilty of it, by impoſing ot oppoſing, 
or by approving, or not in cheir Place 
reproving it. 8 
B 5 It's 
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Content ions, Emnvies and Diviſions among cor. r. o. 
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But to this tis ſaid by the ſame reaſon, 


and eighth Commandment3;i Which is 


A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm. 


It's not proper to ſay, al that are any 
way guilty of Schiſm ate Schiſmatichs ; | 
Some ſay all that any way break the ſecond 
Commandment. are Tdolaters; becauſe &Þ 
Idolatry is the chief Sin there forbidden. & 


all that are ſimfully angry are Murderers, 
all that have ſinful Deſires are Adulte - 
rers, and all that are any ways unjuſt r 
or uncharitable are Thieves; becauſe } 

thoſe Sins are againſt the ſixth, ſeventh 


notoriouſly falſe; and ſor it is to fay 
that all who are any way.cguilty c 
Schiſm, are and ought to be call d Schiſ. 


% 


maticks. w to dowd I | 10157 
Ibe Life of, Sahiſm lies ig Uncbaritable- 
neſs, and the Venom of it in Hatred: Fei 
all agree that Schiſm is againſt Love, as 
Hereſy 1s' againſt Faith. Now all true 
Chriſtian Love and Union is by the Spi- 
rit. Thus all that are got join'd to the 
faithful: gervants of God, but have their iſ 
Hearts {et agajnſt them, are really guiky, 
of Schiſm, tha they worſhip God with 
them, and come to the ſame Table of 
the Lord. Thus Cain was a great Schiſ- 
matick, and fo are all thoſe. that hate 3 
their Brethren, cho they join in the Wor- 
ſhip of God with. them: For Schiſm is 
often committed inwardly without any: 


A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm: 
ny External Act. 80 ſaith\Tokt,”-Inſiruftio 


„ 


„ WSaterdotis, l. 4. c S8. 
ad Some kinds of Schiſm' are exceedin 


ſe reat Sint, and as damning as Murder 
n. or Adultery, tho with this difference, 
n chat Schiſm is not ſo eaſiy known and 
rs, Inotoriouſly viſible as thoſe Sins are: Not 
te» hat only thoſe viſible groſs Sins me- 
iſt Wit Damnation, as many are apt to think 
ze IK for all Sins do in their own nature de- 
th Nerve it) but that this is among the 
is Wreater ſort of Sins for which Men ſhall 
ay receive greater Damnation: Such Schiſms 
of Ws proceed from great Blindneſs, bitter 
ifs Zeal, batred of true Godlineſs, worldly 
Intereſts, horrible Pride, and the like, 
le- Which make havock in the Church. 
oh Theſe are among the higheſt ſort of Sins, 
as and cannot conſiſt with Charity, and 
ue being in a ſtate of Salvationnsg;n 
pi» But ſome Schiſms are of à lower nature, 


he and conſiſtent with true Faith and Love, 
cir Wnd the Grace of God in Men. Such as 


Ry; proceed from leſſer Errors, miſtaken 
ith, Neal, weakneſs of Grace, and remain- 
of ers of Corruption in ſuch as have true 
iſs Faith in Chriſt, and Love to all Saints, 
ate ind to all Men: For alas, We know bat in 


* 


or⸗ Pt, and love but in part. Yet even theſe 


is Schiſms are Sins againſt God, hurtful to 
ny: che Church, and provoke the Lord to 
r e correct 


: { 


1 Cor. 13. 
9. 


A ſhort Hiſtory \of Schiſm. 
correct Peoplechat are guilty of em more] 
or leſs many ways; ſometimes. in their 
Souls, by wirhdra wing his gracious Pre- 
Gnce, and writing bitter ahings againſt 
them; oſt in their Bodies and out ward 
; Ceoncerds, ſometimes even by ſhat-, 

gering and deſt roying Cliuruhes. Theres 
fore I am far from writingithis to flatter 
any in their Schiſm, or to encourage any 
wantonly, proudly, or carelefly to run 
imo it, or continue in it, but (carefully 
to avoid it; for / we are 10 Match agaiaſt 
all Sin if we will be ſa ved. 
Tbereſore it's a falſe, chorible, and un. 
ſufferable Opinion, that all O are gu- 
ty, of —— are in a ſtate of Damna- 
den, agdoſhall without a particular Re. 
pentance of ir, as of Murder or Adul. 
i , be damn d by the righteous God 
r ever into everlaſtiang Puniſhment 
and thaſe alſo that do not conſtantly 
communicate with the Church by Lau 
eftabliſh'd,.and with none elſe. Vet ſome 
among us affirm this, and with mach} 
Gde. apply it to — Froteftaftf 
Diſſenters. 51 110. 1 
Many honeſt Diſſentefn can ſcaroe be I 
7 5 chief Leaders of tie 7 
miſts ſhould teach their Followers ſuch 
things: Mqſt will deſpiſe it as a fooliſh 
Charge, progeeding Pa Pride: 8 5 
22911 Na 
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A ſton Hiſtom of, Schiſm. | 
Pal Intereſts v 0 10 V chat come 
oy Ot at all amopg the bee and thole 
re. pot of che meaneſt rank, e far from 
oft dieviog it. Tails } 7 Wet 
ard Vet to make this horrible £ pinion ap» 
at: pear fooliſh! ANG: eee all, 1 
nal ewe (1.23? t. 3 {11 Fro: 1 
| NS 1 DOB .; n 

nyt 1 That it is 'grealy ke from the 
ll. 11. The it's. without any ground. ig 
ns Scriptore, and is fully againſt it. 
2 W That it damns a great part of the 
Un. Church, multitudes of, excellent Per- 
ſons in all, Ages. anf Places, as will 
be evitlent by chi hett uten of 

Ne Schiſm. 1 | 
Sh 15. That it 8 = Th an e 
1 „ Fafſiges in Cyprian, and other of the 


Fathers; to which, for the ſake of 
* ſome who may be amusꝰd, or miſled 


e n 1 


eee 


j © favd, „ is 1 taken 


or. 4 \ Fomaln chief DoRons of the Church 
IC or” | 5 ©: 3014 

ih Fe EL this W ith the 
at's he 


xy and Pede that may be 
againſt 


nal 


ba dee (aaa will be given, 
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Againſt all Proteſtants, for which they are 


1 Baronias thei 


Hum de Oratfone Dominica, & de uni- 


4 thers' fade boaſted! ef their Martyrs 


A ſhort Hiſtory of Sehzſn. 


füfficiently deſpis'd by us and others. 
great Champion, in the 
10th Chapter of the Preface to his Mar. 
tirolog iam Romanum, ſays; there are no 
Martyrs but in the Catholick, that is;the| 
1 . and cites for this 1 C 
2 d Tale 11. 23. and many o 

e Fathers, Na Clemeni, l . c. 9. Cyprian 
ad Antonianum, ad Cornelius, 44 


baia. 


rate Erle, Ardeant licet flimmis, & c. 
4 If they be not unanimous in the Church 
«bf God, tho they be Burnt, of caſt 
"to wild Beafls for owaing his Name, 
io they camot be ſa vd. He Tites alſo 
Oper . 3. and Augaſtin-'againſt the 
21. in many places, 4 obſerve 
that CHD and Trum hade ſaid 
15 the dann, and all the Fathers of rhe 
& Ehret. That the Marcionites, Mon 
chene Novitians, 'Dondtifts; and 0 


&« and the Hereticks of our times (mean 
<6! «Ing the'"Proteſtats) making Cara 


66 Fogg of -|Apoſtares, -' ſacrilegious 1 


mh flagitivus ad moſt filthy 
1 Men, ealf them Martyrs And 4 
« what wonder is that ?. fs hav 


$] J Combs 489 Well asd Bees, büt ther 
* ConbS, who made with much l 
Firing; 38 : | _ . | 


A'ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm, | 
bour, are empty; dry, and void of 
© Hony, G 80 he... 
Pamelius, Valentia, Becauus, and other 
Popiſh Writers go the ſame way : And 
f late, the Biſhop of Meauæx in his Paſto- 
Fal Letter is very high, That the Pro- 
„ teſtants ate hated of God, that their 
Worſhip is Sacrilege and abominable, 
and that tis no more lawful to receive 
an the Sacraments as the Calviniſts do, 
14. ¶ than to worſhip Idols as the Heathens 
do. We on good grounds deſpiſe 
his, and mourn for their blindueſs 
eee eee 
ITis no wonder the Papiſts write thus, 
hey have their end in it: They ſay none 
ire in the Church but they that own 
he Pope, and communicate with the 
zhurch. of Rome. But the Church of 
gland is far from any ſuch abominable 
bought; and few - if any of our great 
en incline to the Papiſs in this, tho 
eral join with them in the damning of 


- 
hiſma c nose -QOTAITECTESGTIO 


£ | 19.2 KL 
Dr. Fell Biſhop of Oxfard in the year 


are 


ous 
thy em, confutes others, and adds many 
have anitate Eccleſia, Tales et iiamſi occiſi in 
thei eſtone nominis fuerint, &c. that is, 
1 & n 2 'Ths 
JOU), x 


tins's Notes, and oft omits! ſome of 


14 


*Cornel1o. 
See p. 21. 


A fhort Hiſtun Sehi/m. 
© The inexpiable and; grievous Sin of 
“ Diſcord and Separation cannot be 
4 purg'd away even by n | 

nu,“ may be kilPd; but cannot bi 
G erown'd; % To this the Biſhop! 
thought tze to add this Note; * This 
Opinion which” pride ever where 
7 inculcates, went through the Eaftert 
Church. C tons, kom. 11. Of 
e aith, it cannot he taken 
* away:b (Martyrdom; and the reſt off 
* the Fathers all along teach the fame] 
Then adds to thoſe mentionid by BA 
« ronius, Clement's Epiſtle to the Corin 
8 rhians, Ignatia to“ them of ered : 
4 and E 5 Irenzns, ' 40. 6. Gal 
1 oy ius Alexdndrinas:in E 5 lib. 6. 
6. 44. Firmiliuns Epiſtle; Optatus lib. i. 
4 ee Momimum, Aug uſt. con. 
6 ira Pameniunem, lib. 2. b. 2. Vint 
us Lirisenſis ic. 34 and Proſper d. 
e Promiſis & prudictionibus, lib. . 
The learned Rigaltius, ti of the Ro- 
man Communion, made no ſuch Obſer 
r oh ehat place, e 8 50 
uns 49th Epiſtle ng to 
Edison,  {hewy his aide o 80 i A 
appears, the the Biſhop 8 approv'd of 
that Opinion, aud thought very fit and 
noceſſary to be apply d e che preſent 
on of the Diſſenters here, and 
to 


g 


4 (bot Hiſtory; Schiſin. 


o be inſtilfd-into. the Minds of y 


bel tudents in the Univer ſicies AW 
m Mr. Dodwell, who is highly commend- 


a by him in his Diſſertationes Cypriauicæ 
in which are divers ſtrange things, and 
vhich have paſs'd without any Cenſure) 
Maith the ſame in his fourth Diſſertation, 
err$nd other Pieces of his. c 


work 
Dr. Parber, Biſhop Sheldors Chaplain, 


divers of his Books, that the Non- 
me! onformiſts are worſe than Whore- 


in re to be puniſhd more than they :: for 
-»&bich be:.was\ſufficiently,\ expos d by 
| wir. Marvel.- hot d vm Not WTID 6 
„6 And in the Collection of. Caſes to re- 


aſters, Drunkards, Thieves, '&'c. and 


25 


len nd much cry'd up by many then, ſaicth 


þ,x over Diſſenters (printed in ſingle. 440% 


eon Han 1683. and reprinted in Folia the 
ren hird time Ann 1698. and abridgꝭd by 
t. Tho. Bennet of St. Jams in Cam: 


* 


6 


Ro. on as ag ruth, That they whe 
fer (40 not confhantly communicate with our. 


eo Church by Lam eftabliſidoare guilty of 


g, Anno 699 Dr. Sbarlach lays it 
teat I 


Many in 
their Ser- 
mons have 


3 hi Schi, that their Sin is as damping it fad the 


* 
0 it 
2 
-- 5 
; 23% 
FS 


lion, m 


hate vr their ot lier pretences of 


and i 
ent f oral Hat hentund Pupiſts; and that 
andi e preffing vf this is the beſt way ro 

to ß bring 


= Murder or ddaltery; that their Condi- ſame. 
Fe Piety be, ina danger aus a the Condit id a 


16 4 ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm. 
lring the: Diſſenters to communicate con. 

6 222 with the Church, _ with no 
© others at any time. © 3 
They that live in a courſe of Murder | 
br: Adultery, and repent not in particular 
6f them, ſhall be damn'd. It's ſaid hein 
Condition is 4s dangerous 4s that of moral 
Heathens and Papiſts. Their Condition 
is dangerous enough; for it's faid, that 
Joh. 3. 15. God gave his only begotten Son, that whoſo 
ves believer? in bim, might not periſh, bat 
| everlaſting Life. And it's written 
Rev. 14.9, H am Man worſhip the Beaſt and bi ; 
10,11. Image, and receive bis mark'in" his fore 
47 or hand, the ſame ſhall drink of thi 
Wine of the Wrath of God be 
bo tormented with fire and brimſtone in thi 
preſence of the holy Angels and of the Lamb 
and the ſmoke of their Torments aſcendet 
ap. for ever and ver. Let it's too plait 
to be denyꝰd, that mafy: ofi thoſe — 
are moſt violent in denying the 
ty of Salvation to — — 
are very zealous in aſſerting t RE 
"Kiley of the. Salvation of an and 
. Henthens, | 
To dd the Right neveriall 
Dr. Sharp Archbiſhop of Tork,in his Caſe f 
about Conſcience, faith ſomewhat mor 
mildly: A Man may be damm d fol 
B e Schiſax as certainly as lot Hereſy" and 

1 Dr 


A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm. 


doth it at the peril of his Salvation, 
F and the antient Writers thought ſo. 
& ”Tis true, he ſoftens this b Laying, 
F If one have really done his beſt to ſa- 
tisfy his Conſcience, yet thinks it a 
Sin to conform, tho his Separation be 
materially Schiſm, yet he is not for- 
mally guilty of it: And God who 
judges of Men by their Sincerity, 
will impute it to their Ignorance, and 
forgive it at the laſt day. 
And Mr. Bennet ſaith, © If they hearti- 
ly uſe the means to know the Truth, 
God will pardon their Miſtakes. 
And however warmly Dr. Sherlock 
xpreſſes himſelf in the place above men- 
1on'd, we find more charitable thoughts 
his Sermon before the Lord Mayor, 
ov. 4. 88. Many who are involy'd 
in a Schiſm, yet we have reaſon to be- 
lieve are in other reſpects good Chri- 
ſtians, ſuch as our common Lord will 
receive. Reſpect ſhould be paid them 
as Chriſtian Brethren, Children of the 
ame Father, and Heirs of the ſame 
reno Promiſes—If Chriſt will own them, 


ve ought alſo to own them After 


all the Heats between the Church of 
England and the Diſſenters, neither of 
them will damn each other upon ac- 

. 


— . 


Drunkenneſs; and he that ſeparates 
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count of ſuch Differences as are be. 


e there may be many good Men who ſel] 


Saints, 


they contend for, and render this Diff 
.courſq;. altogether Needleſs, But man 
perhaps will not grant ſo much; and the 


corner, while the contrary bold . Aſſerſ | 
tions ſtand bare- facd in the front op 
to all: And what they grant is ſo ſtricth 


A ſhort Hi ſtory of Schiſm. 


« tween em The good Chriſtians on 
c both ſides ought to love one another ag 
«© Members of the ſame Body of Chris 
tha divided in external 5 : 
«© Tho Schiſm be a damning Sin, yet 


« parate from the Church, and yet art 
free from the Guilt and Formality of 
« gchiſm. This is more largely in hi 
Sermon, and, except his ſuppoling, thi: 
Diſſenters involy'd. in Schiſm, whicl 
they deng, expreſſes the Truth I plea 
for exceeding well. 

Hence it's plain, tiiat People 10 50 
hold not eternal Communion with on 
another, * 20 be in : le C ene 


80 chis may ſcem to overthrow: whall 


that grant it, yet do not think they co 
tradict chemſelves. Beſides, theſe tr 
Conceſſions: of theirs are but hid in 


limited, that the T body of mie 
ters, 'excepting ſome very few, are i 
thei, opinion damn d. a 


4 ſport Fiſtory of Schiſm. 


be it's uſefy];therefore and neceſſary, to ex- 
s ongpoſe that unc haritable and damning, Er- 
er aﬀror, which may harden many of their 
ritWFollowers ;- and inſtead of bringing Dif- 
n- enters into the eſtabliſh'd Church, ma 

ye rive them further {rom Perſons of fuck 
o ſeſſiſtrange Principles, and tempt them to 


— 
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t arqſſay with the dying Patriarch, O my Soul, Gen. 45.6; 


Y ame not thou into their Secret? 


n his 1 1 TEMSE . 793. 
ch II. This horrid Opinion has no ground 
hc in Scripture,, but is full againſt it. 
lea They e that famous place, 1 Cor. 
3. 1, 7. Tho I ſpeak with the Tongues. of 
wen and. Angels, and have not Charity, I 
orm become as ſounding Braſs or a tinkling 
n Cymbal.” And tho, 1 | as the gift of Pro- 


thecy, and underſtand. all Myſteries, and all 


wha owleds : and tho I have all Faith, ſo that 


Di could remove Mountains, and have no 
nan:barity, I am nothing. And tho I beſtow 


the 
+ CO 
tr 
in 
Aſſeſech as, ſhould excite all of us to look 
Spe vel to our ſelves that we be not undone 
ricti or ever, Papiſts and Proteſtants, Church- 
iſſen nen and Diſſenters. If a Diſſenter, 
re whatever his appearance in Religion he, 
icio have not this Charity, he is nothing, he 

— TT will 


ve my Body to be burnt, and have nor 
harity,” it profiteth me nothing. Moſt 


ul my Goods to feed: the Poor, and tho I 


ue and moſt awakening words, and Quader 
tot to- 


nitrua. 


e 
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many Who are void of this Charity, nay 


ward Schiſm: And man 


chis, but overſtrains it, as ſome good 


have true Charit 
true Church. That he took for granted 


A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm. 
will be undone fot ever. And if one 
that's zealous for the Church by Law] 
eſtabliſh'd, and communicates with no 
other at any time, have not this Charity 
this Love to God and Man, to Chriſt 
and Chriſtians, in which the Power offi 
Godlineſs doth conſiſt, he is nothing, and 
will be undone for ever. And all Rulers 
and Churches that impoſe ſinful, doubt 
ful or needleſs things, and force People to 
them, if they have not this Charity they 
are nothing: and they that write concern. 
ing Schiſm, and damn thoſe that differ 
from them, if they have not this Charity 
will be undone for ever. But this is not to 
the purpoſe for which they alledg it; fo 


and hate their Brethren, may live quiet 
ty in a Church, make no Rents in it, c 
ſeparate from it, and be free from out 
Chari Jane e 

rity, yet may thr w S an 
miſtake, 8 las — be guilty 0 
Schiſm, by making Rents in Churches 
or ſeparating from them. Cyprian preſſe 


Men after him have done; but he did 
not prove, as he ought, that none can 
who ſeparate from al 


and never ſet himſelf to prove. 


Lak 


© — 


A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm. 
= Luke 13. 23. is alledg'd : He that is 
sot with me, is againſt me; and he that 
athereth not with me, ſcattereth abroad. 
True; for he that is not with Chriſt and 
Jagainſt the Kingdom of the Devil, is 
J againſt Chriſt, But who dare ſay, that 
divers who differ in many leſſer things, 
and either impoſe or ſeparate, are not 
with Chriſt and for him, that they ga- 
ther not with Chriſt, but ſcatter abroad? 
Chrift our Lord ſhews the contrar BY 


ing out Devils in thy Name; and me for- 
"WW bad him, becauſe he followeth not with us. 
Jeſus ſaid unto him, forbid him not; for 
% that is not againſt us, is for us. And 
the Diſſenters are not againſt Chriſt, nor 
againſt any Churches to far as they fol- 
low Chriſt, tho there may he divers thi 
amiſs in them. 
Some bring a reaſon, and ſay, 
« that ſ- 
u Church without a juſt cauſe, ſeparate 
from the whole Catholick Church — 
That all who ſeparate from any ſound 
part of the Catholick Church, are broke 
off from the whole Catholick Church, 
ud have forfeited their Intereſt in tho 
Covenant of Grace, and have no right 
* r But this is con 
trary to the plaineſt Truth, and the a. 
81 vyow'd | 


= when John ſaid, Maſter, we ſaw one caſt- Luk. 9. 45. 


« All Dr. ger. 
rate from any true particular ce, 
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Eph. 


John 15. our Lotd hath pray'd, that his Church 
20, 21 nay be One; that his Diſciples and thoſe 


Church on the account only of leſſer 


1. 3. c. 1. fich out Hooker, and Stillingflet at large] 


Part 
JE? 


vow'd judgment of the moſt eminent 
4. 5. Divines. For all that profeſs one Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptiſm, are Members of 
Chrift's Viſible Church; and this being | 
divided into ſeveral Parts or Churches 
in divers Nations and Places, is O»e. Not 
by being of one opinion or way in all 
things, for they oft differ in many leſſer 
things, and are not One in them; but by 
being One in the main things in which | 
the Eſſence of the Church lies, Chriſt 


that ſhould believe on him through their 
' word, might be One. And for cet tain his 
Prayer Was heard; but it is not heard, if 
the Oneneſs of his Church lie in being 
. of one Opinion or way in leſſer things. 

Therefore they who ſeparate from a true 


matters, do not ſeparate from the whole 
Catholick Church, becauſe they ſepa- 

rate ft from it in the main things where · 
in tlie Being and Unity of the Church 


” 


lies, but are therein fully one with it. Sol 


* 


2 6.2. in his indication f Archbiſtioþ, Lud, 


that Men may have diftinct Comniuniol 
om act) one particular Church, yet not 
ſeparate from the Catholick Church: 
amd others alſo, as chey needs muſt thro 
the Evidence of the Truth. I 


A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm. 2} 


nt It is alſo againſt the ſtrain of the holy EY, 
d, Peripture: for that ſhews plainly the 1% ”,, 


bf MChurch is built on the large and ſure pre Fun- 


ing oundations of Faith and Love; that all © 
hes ho agree in theſe are true Members of 

Jor It; that ſuch oft, nay even always differ 

all Ein leſſer things; and that they may be 

ſler Huilty of Schifm thro weakneſs in their 

by nowledg and Graces, without baſe ends, 

ich Wor hatred, or deſtruction of true Faith 

riſt Hand Love, and may be ſaved. The Co- 

Pinthians had ſome true Love in the Spirit, 1 Cor. z. 

boſe were but carnal and Babes in Chriſt, and © 3: 
heir Were guilty of Strife and Diviſions : Some 


of them alſo built but Wood, Hay, Stubble 

„, if upon the Foundation, and the Fire ſhould Ver. 12. 
ing 0 their Works; and if their Works be . 
18. burnt they ſhall ſaffer loſs, bat they ſhall be 


av'd, yet ſo as by fire. 


rue J. 5 

(ler * Mr. Dodell ſaw this; and that he 3 Se- 
* ' | 141 Arann 

jole might prove People to be Schiſmaticks, dag 11 


and in a ſtate of Damnation, lays down Diflerta- 


ere Ibis new Notion of Schiſm. For, faith gc 
urch he, if Schiſm lie only in ſeparating from pic. , 


g Church without a juſt cauſe, the trial 
rol of it” will depend upon the merit of the 


4% Cauſe, and every One is to be judg of 
nion that; and moſt will think it no great 


differ, .. Therefore, faith he, Schiſm 
bj ' i 4 s lies 


24 A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm. 

« lies in Peoples leaving their Biſhop oi 

% any cauſe whatſoever, unleſs the Bi. 

« ſhops turn Hereticks or Idolaters, or 

« ſeparate from their fellow Biſhops] 

+ x Joh. 3. And that to ſeparate from them, is * the 
+ Heb. 15. « Sin unto death, and + againſt the 
4,5. © Holy Ghoſt; and that ſuch Perſong 

« cut off themſelves from all hope © 

“ Pardon in an ordinary way. But the 
extravagance of that Opinion deſtroys 

it ſelf. x = 
Beſides, to ſay all that are guilty « 
Schiſm are void of true ſpiritual Love 
and in a ſtate of Damnation, hath al 
great tendency to deſtroy Chriſtian Love, 
N ns and is therefore falſe, For Chriſt our 
| Lord never taught any thing to deſtroy 
that heavenly Grace which he fo greatly 

preſſes every where. But this would 
teach the Conformiſts not to love thei 
Diſſenters, and the Diſſenters not to love 
them, ſince both accuſe one another off 
Schiſm (many of both ſides I fear are 
apt to learn that too well) and will 
cauſe irreconcilable feuds amongſt ma - 
ny, who may and ovght to love one ano. 
ther unfeignedly, and with 4 pure Heart 
fervently, as parts of the ſame Body oi 
Jeſus Chriſt their Lord. 2 
For many may be in the Communion 

of Saints, who do wot hold * 3 
OM 
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A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm: 


p onffCommunion one with another, tho they do 
Biel in not doing ſo. 


„ 0 
ops| III. This horrid Opinion cuts off a 
| - great part of Chriſt's Church, and 
damns multitudes of excellent Per- 
ſons in all Ages and Places, as will 
be evident by this ſhort Hiſtory of 
Schiſms. | 
I write not this to make Schiſm ſeem 
a ſmall thing, or to encourage any to run 
into it, or continue in it, much Jeſs to 
beget in any low thoughts of Antiquity, 
Wwhich I greatly reverence and value; 
but to ſhew the troubleſom State of the 
Church of God all along, and the fore 
Conflicts it hath had. 4 
We are apt to fancy ſtrange things of 
the Church in the Primitive Times for 
five or fix hundred years, that there was 
nothing but Truth, and Unity, and Ho- 
lineſs then; but we find it had many 
ore Conteſts, and was oft hard put to 
t by the Diſtempers of ſome holy Per- 
ons, and the Wickedneſs that abounded 
ano. In many others even in the times of Per- 
ear: ¶ ecution. * Cyprian tells us their Sins *De lapfis; 
y o us d the ninth Perſecution in his time; Rn ” 
= raditam nabis diſciplinam pax longs cor- Rogatian, 
nion «erat, &c. The long Peace (which & de uni- 
was but about 15 years) had cor- fit Ex: 
ome —— — os 
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Joſeph. 


w. 135g. tells us that Joh Hre 
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te rupted them ( which he ſets out in his 
« eloquent way) they were ſet upon 
« increaſing their Eſtates; there was noi 
« devout Religion in the Prieſts, or Com- 
“ paſſion in others; Women painted, 
« and Men diſhonor*d themſelves ; they 
% marry*d with Infidels ; Deceit, Swear: 
ing, Perjury, Hatred abounded ; andfi 
* many Biſhops follow'd ſecular buſi 
4 neſs, and neglected their Flocks : Andi 
« when the Perſecution began, many 
“ ran, and without being compelPd,l8 
4 offer'd themſeives to ſacrifice and re. 
4 nounce Chriſt: And many that cleav*dſ 
ce to Chriſt and were not put to death 
“ but only impriſon'd, or ſent to work 
&« in the Mines, were diſorderly and un. 
« ruly. 24. | 8 

In all Ages there have been ſome 
who have caus'd diviſions in Churche 
more or leſs, or have ſeparated from 
Churches, and been calPd Schiſmaticks 
but were they all damn d? 

Not to mention the Schiſms in the Oi 
Teſtament, but only that notorious one 
of the Phariſees and Sadduces. They 
were of the viſible Church, worſhip' 
in the ſame Temple, had Rulers, Prieſſſ 
and High Prieſts of both ſorts; yet whaß 
terrible Diviſions had they? Joſephal 
anus kilbd many s 

* 


* 
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e Phariſees, and his Son Alexander Jan- 
en many thouſands of them; but that 


n his 
zpon] 


S noh andraà his Widow ſeeing the Phariſees 
om. reater eſteem with the People, Joind 
ted,| N ich them, and” by degrees kill'd the 
they iet Sadduces that had counſePd her 


year. 

and} 
buſi. 
And 


Nany 
Id, 


usband againſt' them. And. were all 
r one part of theſe damn d? | 
In the New Teſtament. 

A beginning of theſe evils was ſeen 
en in our Lord's own little Family, tho 
was far from riſing up to a Schiſm. 
d ref he Holy Apoſtles who had left their All 
av'allo follow Chriſt, diſputed among them. bun. 5.34. 
cath / ve: which ſhould be the greateſt ; and at 
vor nother time were mov'd Twi Indignation 
un. gainſt James and John who had deſtred to Nar. 10. 4. 
2 above them: and tho twice reprov*d 
tefore, ſoon after our Lord had inſtitut- 
d his Hol 1 Supper, and they had re- 
eiv'd it, there was 4 ſtyife among them, Luke 22. 
bich of them ſhould be accounted the great- 34 

, for which the Lord reproves them. 
And why are theſe things written but to 
oneach us, to look well to our ſelves, to 
LTheſgedpreſs ſuch Evils, and be tender to one 
aip'q th f nother? - \ 
rieſt Alter, in the beſt time of the Church 
wha en, there was a murmuring 4 AR6,1,20 
hol * Grecians againſt the Hebrews, becau 
"” 9 beir' W, Widows were negletted in the daily 
ee Ams, 


ſome 
— 


— | 
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28 A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm. 
Alms, which the Apoſtles took order 
about, and ſoon remoy*d the occaſion of 
A 11. 2. it. The Believers that were of the Cir. 
—_— contended with Peter, and he 
ſari them: They contended alſo 
ARas.1,2, with Paul and Barnabas at Antioch, and 
after with Paul at Jeruſalem, and he was 
pu to take a courſe to ſatisfy them. So 
ard it isto prevent Schiſm ; and thoſe 
that are chief in the Church are to con- 
A& 2120. deſcend far, as Peter and Paul did, for 

the prevention or cure of Schiſm. 
But to come to real Schiſm, in the 
Church of Corinth there was one. ; 
Corz.11. They worſhip'd God together, and 
— 3 + made no Separation; yet there were 
Contentions, Envyings, Strife, Diviſions 
or Schiſms among them. But were they 
that were guilty of them damm? Who 
dare ſay it? All that ſaid, Iam of Paul 
and I of Apollos, &c. ? 

But we read of one Schiſmatick of 
whoſe Salvation we may juſtly doubt ; 
3 Joh. 9, Diotrephes, who low'd to have the Pri. 

'** eminence, who 2 againſt the Apoſtle 
John with malicious words, and receid 

not the Brethren, but fortad them tha 
would, and caſt them out of the Church. 
[Jude 18, And St. Jade ſays, that in the laſt times 
19. there ſbould be Mockers, who ſbould mal 


after their own ungodly Luſts ; thay Ao 
\ . P 4+ | 
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A ſport Hiſtory of Schiſm: 29 
ſeparate themſelves, ſenſual, not having the 
Spirit. And St. Paul ſays, Mark them hom. 
which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary 
to Th? Jom have learnt, 45 2 yk 
or ſuch ſerve not our Lora Jeſus Chriſt, but 
1 al Rah, and by fair Speeches deceive 
the Souls 1 the ſimp hey that are 
puilty of ſuch Sehlem are ＋ ſtate of 
on. 
We read of a great difference in the 
2 Church of Rome : ſome did eat 
_ and others only Herbs ; ſome Rom, 14. 
wp days, and others efteem'd every 
day alike ; the ſtrong 41 A the weak, and 
the weak judg'd the ſtrong. The Apoſtle 
condemns this deſpiſing and judging one 
another, and exborts them to bear one 
with another, and to follow the things 
that make for Peace and Edification ; but 
impos'd no Laws upon them in thoſe 
things. And who dare ſay that thoſe 
were damn d? 
Our learned Hammond on Rev. 11. 3. 
faith, there were two Churches at Rome 
ſoon after ; one of the Jewiſh, another 
of 2 Gentile Chriſtians; that Peter 
of the Jewiſh Church, and 
Paul of t - that Linus ſuc- 
ceeded Paul, and Cletus him; chat Cle. 
of Cl 8 mw aſter the death 
0 #s join'd together under 
18 Clement: 
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Clemens and that in like manner there 


were two Churches at Antioch, Epheſus 


and Jeruſalem. Grotius and ſome others 
incline to this Opinion, and Epiphanius 


Har. 7,27. gives occaſion for it, by ſa ing, * At 
againſt the & Rome firſt of all Peter and Paul were 


Carpocra- 
tians. 


« Apoſtles and alſo Biſhops ; and that 
ce there's great difficulty concerning their 
&« next Succeſſors, Linus, Cletas, Clemens, 
Arnaud and ſome others in Fraxce held, 
that Peter and Paul are the two Heads of 


the Church which make but one; and 


the-ſame Spirit. 


1 Ambroſe, Bernard, Peter Damian, Petavins, 


and others ſaid the ſame: but that Opi- 
nion was condemn'd by the Inquiſition 
at Rome. * 

Now, if e of diver ity in Opi. 
nion, or for other reaſons, there were 
two ſuch diſtinct Churches in Roe un. 
der Peter and Paul, and, neither of them 
were Schiſmaticks, it follows there my 
upon weighty reaſons, nay ought to be 
ſometimes two Churches. in the fame 
City ar Place, both faithful Members of 
Chriſt, and without any guilt of Schiſm, 
And if there were two juch Churches in 
Rome under thoſe two Apoſtles, oh Per- 


ſons who differ'd in leſſer things, certainly 


they truly lov'd one another, and j many 


5 x them — joindrogether,; * 


ſoit might 1 


now in Eng land, had Th 


0 


A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm. 
Ihe firſt Schiſm mention'd in Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Writers is that of Corinth, to 
whom Clement Biſhop of Rome wrote 
that excellent Epiſtle. He ſaith, © That 
« Church upon the account of one or 
« two rais'd a Sedition againſt the Preſ- 
&« byters ; he writes much againſt Emu- 


« lation, Hatred, Pride, Contentions ; | 


« exhorts them that firſt laid the grounds 
© of the Sedition, to be ſubje& to the 
« Presbyters : and faith, Chriſt came in 
« Humility, and is a lover of thoſe that 


«A 


gl . 
3 4 


« carry themſelves humbly, and not of 


& thoſe .who are liſted up above his 
. 


Flocks with Pride and Arrogance; 
e exhorts thoſe that are ſtrong and full 
« of Charity, to ſay, it Sedition, Con- 
«© tention or Schiſms be becauſe of me, 
I will depart, I will go away whither 
« you will, only let the Flock of Chriſt 


gs _ Fas 


K 


« live in Peace with the Presbyters that 


« are {et over it. Au; 

We read not that they ſeparated into 
diſtinct Aſſemblies, but that ſome few 
rais'd a Sedition againſt their Presbyters; 


however it was a great Schiſm, but were 


all that were guilty of it damn d? 
If the Corinthians had a Biſhop then, 
it's a wonder Clement ſhould not men- 
tion him on this ſo remarkable an occa- 
ſion, which tempts many to think _ 
{ He- 
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* AdEua- * Fjerom, that Biſhops were not brought Il t 
gm. in till afterward for a remedy againſt 8 
Schiſm. Yet Paul, tho he had actually n 
the riſe of Schiſm at Epheſus in his Eye,. 
Ads 20, when he ſaid, grievous Wolves ſhould 4. . 
26, 29. riſe not ſparing the Flock, ſolemnly com- . 
mitted the Government of the Church . 
to Presbyters; nor did he appoint Bi. 
ſoup: as a remedy againſt the Corinthian . 


iſm. 40 
The Schiſm about the Day on which A 
Eaſter was to be kept. | or 


The Aſian Churches kept it on the N th 
k day of the Month as the Jews did, WW; 
alledging for that the Tradition of 
St. John; but the Roman and Weſtern IU © 
Churches kept it the next Lord's-day Il co 
after, according to the Tradition of ot 
An, 359. St. Peter and Paul. Pius Biſhop of 
Rome made a Decree that it be kept on 
=— 367, the Lord's-day. Hereupon holy Poh- 
carp Biſhop of Smyrna, who had been 
St. John's Diſciple, came to Rome to 
Anicetus who {ſucceeded Pius, to com- 
you the difference, but in vain : They 
both of them kept their Opinions, 
et communicated together, and parted 
lovingly ; ſo there was a Difference, but 
no Schm. 
— 199, But Victor, who after Sater and Eleu- 
Forres ſuccended him, excommunicated 
Ib nn 
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the Aſian Churches, and ſo made the 
Schiſm. Irentus, tho of Victor's Judg- 
ment, reproves him for that; ſaith, 
« The Antients before them differ'd, yet 
kept Peace; that the diverſity of Faſt- 
« ing commends the unity of Faith, 
& and that Anicetus and Polycarp did ſo. 
& Thus Irenæus, as Euſebius ſaith, being 1. 5. c. 244 
% Man of Peace according to his Name, 
« advis'd for the Peace of the Churches. 
h And Pohcrates Biſhop of Epheſus did by 
order of the Aſian Biſhops, write againſt 

e this Act of Victor. Now were thoſe 
d, chat were guilty of this Schiſm damm'd ;? 
of Yifor's Way was confirm'd in the Athanaſius 
Council at Vice, yet many of the Aſians desynodis. 
continued in their Way long after, and 
others in divers places, in Britain, &c. 

Mr. Hales, who was no Presbyterian of 5chiſm; 
on i or Diſſenter, is ſharp upon this; ſaith, 
Ef © It was upon Error taken for neceſſary, 
eng“ that an Eaſter ſhould be kept; and 
tag“ upon worſe than Error, that it muſt 
“ be by the Rule of Moſes : that this 
eg © matter, tho moſt unneceſſary and vain, 
“ caus'd as great a Combuſtion as ever 
ed“ was in the Church: that in this fan- 
ut“ taſtical hurry, he cannot ſee but all 
the World were Schiſmaticks; nor can 
“ any thing excuſe them from it, but 


ba Faris 


— 
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time of Perſecution) receiy*d into the 
Church without continuing a due time ini 
Penance, as the cuſtom was. Cyprian 
oppoſes this, as deſtructive to the Diſci 
pline of the Church, and hurtful to thei 
Souls. The lapſed us'd to get Letter 
from the Confeſſors that were in Priſon 


Reverence for them, that it was an in 
vidious and dangerous thing for Biſhop! 
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« did what they did out of Conſcience, 

« a thing which befel them thro the 

« ignorance of their Guides, c This 

is very ſharp and bold, yet contains ai. : 

great deal of Truth, and ſhould. beW 

conſider'd by all. \ | 
Oprian, who was a Senator of Car: 


' -* » thage, and a Rhetorician, When old was 
converted to Chriſtianity by Cæcilius 2 


Presbyter ; he took his Name, gave his 
Goods to the poor, is greatly hated by 
the Heathens, and about two years after 
choſen Biſhop of Carthage. This ex - 
cellent Biſhop in his ten years time had 
ſtrong Conteſts with divers; but were 
all that differ'd from him damn d? Wha 
dares ſay it? | | 
Feliciſſimus with five or ſix Presbyten 
will have the lapſed (ſuch as fell in th 


or in the Mines, to the Biſhops in thei 
tavour, that they might be receiv'd int 
Communion ; and the People had ſuch: 


not 
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jot to receive them that were ſo re- 
ommended. Yet Cyprian oppos'd that 
uſtom, and wrote ſeveral Epiſtles a- 
ainſt it to the Clergy and People of 
arthage, and to the Confeſſors in Pri- 
on, that they ſhould leave off their Sol- 
citations for the haſty receiving of ſuch : 
ereby he prevail'd with moſt of them, 


cates Feliciſſimus and his Followers. 


were all thoſe holy Confeſſors, and 
chers that differ'd from Cyprian, damu d f 
in The Novatians, were they all damn d? 


Novatus a Biſhop in Africt, who had 
ond with Feliciſſimus, for ſakes his Opi- 
ion, goes to Rome, helps to make No- 
atianus Biſhop there againſt Cornelius; 
nd teaches with him, that not only the 
apſed, but they that had fallen into any 
roſs Sin after Baptiſm, ſhould not be 
dmitted into Communion with the 
hurch again, but be left to the Judg- 
ent of God. A great Error, yet Ter- 
lian de pudicitia did in effect ſay ſo. 
Jprian Wrote then de unitate Eccleſiæ, 
d divers Epiſtles to Cornelius Biſhop 
Rome, to Antonianus, and others; and 
Abd divers Councils, wherein it's de- 
red, the Caſes of the lapſed ſhould be 
onſider'd, and according to their faults, 
ter certain times ” Penance, they * 

2 e 
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ho many ſtood out. Cypriaz excommu- Ep. 59. 
Corneliog 
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be receiv'd. Theſe Novatians were cal 
out of the Church by Cyprian, and in: 
Council at Rome, yet being ſound in the 
Faith, were us'd gently in the Council o 
Nice; were permitted at CP. by The. 
doſius, were troubPd by Chryſoſtom, ex. 
pelPd from Rome, and are baniſh'd an 
deftroy'd by Theodoſius 2. 
A Schiſm concerning Baptiſm adm. 
niſtred by Hereticks or Schiſmaticks, 
© - Cyprian held that Baptiſm adminiſtret 
by them is null, and will have ſuch to bt 


* Euſ. l. 7, rebaptiz d. Firmilian in A(ia *, Dionyfiu 


C. 35 5* 


256. 


of Alexandria, and the Biſhops in tht 
Eaſt and in Egypt were of that mind, 
and Agrippinus Biſhop of Carthage, be 
fore Cyprian had confirm'd it in a Council 
Stephen Biſhop of Rome excommunt 
cates Cyprian and all that join with him, 
Cyprian calls a Council of ſeventy B. 
ſhops, who confirm his Opinion; a. 
quaints Stephen with it, and writes 1 
Jubaianus. After Stephen's Anſwer It 
writes to Pompeius, that Stephen endes 
vours to defend the Cauſe of Heretick 


- againſt Chriſtians; and condemns hin 


of writing proudly, ignorantly and ob 
ſtinately, in preferring a Tradition abox 
the Scripture : Confirms his Opinion by 
another Council of eighty ſeven'Biſhops; 
writes a Letter againſt Stephen to TY 
— 3 LG | | {af 
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lian like that to Pompeius. Firmilian 
„jn his Anſwer condemns Stephen, who 
© he faith would hold no Communion 
« with him, nor ſuffer thoſe he ſent to 
& ſpeak with him, nor lodg or eat with 
« him as the cuſtom had been, and hin- 

&« der'd others from receiving them; and 

that he call'd Cyprian a falſe Chriſt, a 

« falſe Apoſtle, and a deceitful Worker, | 

Whereas Cyprian would not give a Law Ad jubai- 

eld do others, but left them to their liberty; Cu 

* and would hold Communion with thoſe Carchag. 
that practis'd otherwiſe, which Hierom de Eapr, 

+ and Auſtin commend in him. 5 

In this Cyprian and his Followers were 
be, 1 or elſe Stephen and his, or 

— | | 

And were they all, or at leaſt one of 
theſe Parties damn d? Who will not 
bluſh at that! . 
The Schiſm about Origen and his 
Writings. 
Origen born at Alexandria, famous for 
bis Learning, Holineſs, Sufferings and 
converting many, at 18 years old taught 208, 
the Scriptures, and ſoon after made hime 
{elf an Eunuch, that he might more free- 
ly converſe with Women to inſtruQ 
them, Demetrius Biſhop of Alexandria, 
offended with him for that, and for be- 
ing made a Presbyter, not by him, hut 23. 
2 9 by 
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by the Biſhops of Jeraſalem and Ceſare, C 
excommunicates him for his Errors. But I h 
he was famous aſter that, had many 
| Scholars, ſuffer'd many Tortures by the 
250, Heathens under Decius, and did not offer 
| Incenſe to the Idols, as Baronius thinks, 
2:4, though it's ſaid in Epiphanius: dies, 
* Pratat. aged 69 years. Hierom in his * Epiſtle 
Be de to Avitus, quid cavendum in libris Tm: 
hebraicis. «ov, ſhews he had many ſtrange Errors, 
yet gives him this Teſtimony, that 
none but the ignorant can deny, that 
next to the Apoſtles he was one of the 
greateſt Maſters of the Churches, Many 
of the devout Monts in Egypt who were 
Ant hropomorphites (1gnorantly imagining 
God to have a Body like Man) roſe up 
againſt Theophilus their Biſhop, who was 
a covetous bad Man. He to appeaſe 
them ſeem'd to own their Error, and 
ſaid, I ſee your faces as the face of God, 
and promis'd them to condemn Origen 
259, and his Books, which he did, Dioſco- 
74s and others of the Monks who ab- 
| hor'd that Error, reproving alſo Theophi- 
las for his horrible Covetouſneſs, he ſet 
the other Monks againſt them; and they 
drive him and the Monks of his way 
out of Egypt, as being Origeniſts. The 
q Origeniſts are condemn'd by many Bi. 
* 598, ſhops at CP. and in the 5% Le 
x * +; Sul: 
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Council at CP. almoſt 300 years after 
his death, | 

Now Origen, and thoſe that condemn'd 
his Errors but would read his Writings, 
were they damn d? / 

The Schiſm of the Meletians. 

Meletius a Biſhop in Egypt, and Peter An. 355. 
Biſhop of Alexandria, and many others f, Cad 
impriſon'd together, differ'd about re- 68. Meler, 
ceiving thoſe that had fallen in the Per- 
ſecution. Peter was for receiving them 
then upon their Repentance, but Mele- 
tius not till after the Perſecution was 
over. Peter hereupon hung up a Cur- 
tain in the midſt of the Priſon, and ſaid, 

They that are of my mind, let them 

come to me: Divers came, but more 

ſtaid with Meletius; from that time they 
ſeparated, and did not worſhip Chriſt 
together. Peter being martyr'd, Mele- 

tius with others is ſent to dig in the 
Mines; yet while in the Mines, they 

would not pray together, and Meletius 

and his Party wherever they came made 
Biſhops and founded new Churches, 
Peter's Followers who had the old Chur- 8 
ches, call'd theirs the Catholic Church, the 
Meletians theirs the Church of the Mar- — 
rs, and neither of them would com- f 
municate with the other. This Diviſi- | 
on grew high, the Meletians were cen. 325, 

ath . 
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ſur'd in the Council of Nice; and going 
on in their way, were perſecuted for 
their Meetings, bor by the help of Eu. 
ſebius Nicomedienſis the Arian obtain'd 
liberty, and by that means were cor- 
rupted by the Arians, and join'd in per- 
ſecuting Athanaſius. | 

An. 306, Baronius ſaith, Epiphanius was fall] 
325» 329» inſorm'd by the Writings of ſome Mele. 
me tian; and ſhews out of Athanaſius and 
others, that Meletius had been depos'd 
by Peter in a Council for his Crimes, and 
thereupon made a Schiſm ; and that he 
hath err'd in his Hiſtory of the Schiſm, 
and favour'd Meletias and his Party too 
much, Ys 
Now whether Epiphanius's account of 
the riſe of the Schiſm be true or not, it's 
certain there was a great Schiſm ; and 
were all involv'd in it, or at leaſt the 
Meletians, damn d for that? 
Many Biſhops before the Council of 
Nice, ſoon after they had been in a ſore 
Perſecution, had great Contentions and 
Diviſions among themſelves. For ma- 
ny of them when they came to that fa- 
mous Council, offer d written Accuſa- 
tions againſt one another to Conſtantine; 
but that Good Emperor out of the ho- 
nour he had for Chriſt and his Goſpel, 
would not read any of them, but hyrot 
e them 


325. 


42:55 ; 
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g them all. Were all theſe quarrelling 
Ir and dividing Biſhops and their Followers 
fe damn d? | 
d The Audians from Aaudins their Au- 341. 
g thor. He was famous for his holy Life, 
— and ſeeing many Evils in the Church free- 
ly reprov'd the Prieſts, Biſhops and o- 
y thers. For this he was hated, abus'd, Epiphani- 
pe « heaten, and at laſt caſt out of 1 
d Church, yet held Communion witKg 
d & it; but barbarous uſage being con- 
d < tinued, he ſeparated at length. They 
e « departed not in any thing from the 
I, « right Faith, their Lives were excellent, 
0 « and their Biſhops and Prieſts and all 
“of them liv'd by the Labour of their 
f ce hands. The Emperor baniſh'd him 


's into Scythia, becauſe many follow'd him, 
d yet there he converted many and built 
e Monaſteries. 


Now was Audius and his Followers 

damm d for that? | 

- Liberiaus Biſhop of Rome being baniſh'd 355. 

dl y the Arians, Felix tho Orthodox is Fauſtini 
choſen by them, but the Orthodox op- Per 

i. pos d him; and two or three years after, 

1- when Liberius return'd, chas'd him away. : 
After the death of Felix and Liberias, 

the Followers of Liberias choſe Urſici- 


nas, and Felix's Party chole Damaſas. 
The Election was bloody, and 


Damaſas 367. 
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hir'd the Rabble, who at ſeveral times 
kill'd many of the other Party, and got 
Vrſicinus baniſh'd. Was one or both of 
theſe Parties damn d? 

Lucifer was an excellent Biſhop, and 
had done much againſt the Arians, and 
ſufter'd much by them. A Council of 
19 Biſhops call'd together by Athanaſias 
at jy many rp decreed, that all the Bi- 
ſhops and Prieſts, except the ringleaders, 
who in Conſtantius s time had yielded to 
the Arians, ſhould be receiv'd and con- 
rinu'd in their ſeveral Dignities. Laci- 
fer offended at this, return'd_to his Bi- 
ſhoprick in Sardinia, and ſeparated from 
the other Biſhops. 

Yet who dare ſay that Lacifer and his 
Followers were damm d? 

&« Aerius was very ſtrict and devour, 


3 
Epiphani- & and forſook all, and ſo did his Fol- 


us Ha r. 35, « 
0 73. 


=” 


lowers. He held that Biſhops and 
« Presbyters were the ſame, a ſaid, 
MW herein doth a Biſhop excel a Presby- 
& ter? He condemn'd alſo the Remem- 
* brances of the dead, and things offer*d 
for them and ſtatedFaſts ,and feparated, 
Was Aerius and thoſe that tollow'd 
him damn d for this? 

phanius in his Confutation of him 
ſaith, He knew not the ſeries of Truth, 
** nor of the laying on af the Hands « 
1. t 6 
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« the Presbytery, 1 Tim. 4.14. For 
« when Chriſtianity was but young and 
« new, the Apoſtle wrote as there was 
„ occaſion : Where there were Biſhops 
« he wrote to the Biſhops and Deacons ; 
« and where there were no Biſhops 
* plac'd, he wrote to the Presbyters ; for 
© no things are perfect at the firſt begin- 
« ning, but in proceſs of time they come 
« to perfection. | 
The 1thacians. Ithacius a Biſhop in 335. 
Spain, together with other Biſhops, in a 
Council condemn'd Priſcillian who join'd 
many Hereſies together, but ſeem'd very 
religious; and prevaikd with Maximus 
the Emperor to have him beheaded with 
ſome of his Followers, and the reſt to 
be baniſh'd. Martin Biſhop of Tours Sub. gere. 
was againſt their death, and refusd to 
communicate with the Ithacian Biſhops, 
as Ambroſe after did: But being preſs'd 388. 
by the Emperor, did communicate with 
them once, that he might hinder Soldiers 
being ſent into Spaiz to deſtroy the Pri- 
cillianiſts, whereby many ſtrict devout 
Chriſtians would have been in much 
danger of ſuffering with them. Yet 
Martin griev'd for this while he liv'd, 
found a decay of ſpiritual Virtue in him, 
and would never after go to any Synods 
or Meetings of the Biſhops; & For, fays 
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« the Hiftorian, all things are troubled 
& by the Diſcords of the Biſhops, who 
« do all things out of Hatred or Favour, 
c Humour or Sloth ; and the beſt a- 
“ 'mongſt the People of God are deſpis'd 
“ and mock'd. 

Now were the Ithacians, or thoſe that 
would not communicate with them, 
damn'd ? | 

Baronius, to clear the Papiſts from be- 
ing like the Ithacians, ſaith, the Fathers 
held they may implore the help of Princes 
againſt Hereticks, yet that Eccleſiaſtical 
Perſons ſhould not procure their death; 
therefore it's us'd in the Catholick 
Church, that when any one deſires help 
againſt them, he makes a Proteſtation, 
that he deſires the Correction of the in- 
corrigible Delinquents, yet ſo as without 
loſs of Life. What a Mockery 1s this, 
to make ſuch a Proteſtation when the 
deliver them up to be burnt ? But the 
French have of late found out an Expe- 
dient for this, by dragooning them into 
... 8 and which is worſe than 

th. 


Euſtathius Biſhop of Antioch being de- 


pos d by the Arians, and baniſh'd by the 


Emperor, Arian Biſhops are choſen ; E- 
doxius the Arian Biſhop being remov'd 
Ner- ee is made nie by the 


«a. = —— — 
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Arians (many of the Orthodox con- 
ſeating) and put out by them upon his 
declaring againſt their Hereſies, and Ex- 35. 
zoius an Arian choſen. But the Euſta- 

thians generally would not join with Scrat. l 2. 
Meletias, becauſe he had been choſen by c. 44. 
the Arians, and his Followers had been 
baptiz'd by them. Paulinus an excel- 


lent Perſon is made Biſhop by Lucifer, 


tho Euſebias Vercelleuſis his fellow-ſuffe- 


rer was for Meletius, which caus'd a 


difference between them. 

Paulinus and Meletius agree, that when 318; 
either of them died, the Survivor ſhould Scrat. l. f. 
be Biſhop of both the Parties; and ma- 
ny of the Presbyters that were moſt like- 
ly to ſucceed, of which Flavianus was 3817. 
one, {wore to the Agreement. Meletius 
dying at the General Council at CP. 
the Eaſtern Biſhops, contrary to Vari- 


anzen, and the beſt part, chuſe Flavia- 


vus, who accepts it contrary to his Oath. 
Paulinus conteſts with him, goes to 
Rome, is favour'd there, yet they at 
Rome hold Communion with Flavian 
alſo. Paulinus dies, Euagrius who ſuc- 
ceeded him dies, 393. ) ES 

No Biſhop ſucceeded him, yet that A 
Party held up their Meetings, and would 
not join with Flavian, nor Porphyrias, a 
9 2 
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his death Alexander, an excellent 
— is choſen Biſhop by all, and ſo - 


- an Union at length is made. 


What ſhall we ſay of theſe Euſathians, 
were they all damn d? or thoſe that fol- 
low'd Meletius or Flavian? Or were all 


on both ſides damn d? Away with ſuch 


horrid thoughts ! 


The Donatiſts who began about the 
year 306, were oft condemn'd in Coun- 

cils, and find, baniſh'd, puniſh'd, yet 
grew, and had 279 Biſhops at the fa- 
mous Conference at Carthage. They 
were greatly guilty of Schiſm, for they 
ſeparated from the Church becauſe Cæ. 
cilian Biſhop of Carthage had, as they 
falſly reported, deliver'd up the Bible in 
a time of Perſecution to be burat ; and 
ſaid, the Church by his Contagion was 
extinct, and periſh'd out of the World; 
rebaptiz d the Catholicks, and made Ca- 
techumens of their Biſhops and Presby. 
ters; ſaid, that where good and bad were 
mix'd | together, there could be no 
Church ; and that the Church was to be 
found no where but amongſt them. A 
= Error, 2 were they all dummd? 
he Papiſts fooliſhly ſay 4 Proteſtants 


are Donatiſts, and bas ſay the Prote- 
ſtant Diſſenters here are Oonatiſts; but 
mans is evident. 


Te 
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The Joannites. 
Theophilus Biſhop of Alexandria, who 399. 
had oppos'd John Chry/oftom's Election 
to CP. excommunicatesand expels many 
holy Monks or Solitaries of Egypr, who 
had reprov'd him for his Covetouſnefs, 
on pretence that they were Origeniſts, of 
which before. They flee to CP. for 
remedy by Chryſoſtom and the Emperor, 
who hears their Complaints, and ſends 
for Theophilus. He came, and got Epi- 403. 
phanius to meet him there, who would 
not go near Chry/oſtom, nor pray with 
him, unleſs he would condemn Origen's 
Books, and expel thoſe Monks ; who, 
tho they 'renounc'd Origen's Errors, held 
his Books might be read. It's reported, 
that when he left CP. he ſaid, Chryſo- 
ſtom ſhould not die a Biſhop ; and that 
(hinſoſtom reply d, that he ſhould never 
come to Cyprus where he was Biſhop, 
but die on the Sea ; both which came to 
paſs. Othe Weakneſſes and Corrupti- 
ons even of very holy Men ! 

Divers Biſhops, - Prieſts, Courtiers 
and others, with the Empreſs Eudoxia, 
provok'd by Chry/oftom's Zeal againſt 
their Errors and Vices, combine with 
Theophilus; who tor ſome Weeks in a 
Suburb of CP. cabal'dand bribꝭd People 
againſt him, and got a Council of 36 

Biſhops 3 


403» 
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Biſhops; and Chryſoftom's Archdeacon 
bringing in 29 Articles againſt him, and 
others 17 more, they :depoſe him, and 

et the Emperor (Arcadius)) to baniſh 
Fw. He is ſent away, but becauſe of a 
great Earthquake that Night, is recal'd. 
The next Day returns in great Pomp, 
and by the Peoples Earneſtneſs takes his 
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. Place again, before he was reſtor d by a 
K 404, Council of Biſhops. But provoking the 
5 Em̃preſs again by a ſharp unſeaſonable 
fq Sermon, the Emperor would not com- 
4 municate with him; and another Coun- 
8 dil is calbd, which depoſes him for taking 
2 his Place before he was reſtor d by a 


Council of Biſhops, contrary to the 4th 

and 125% Canons of the Council at Anti- 

Palladius, och, Anno 341. Chryſoſtom diſowns 
rege thoſe Canons, as made by Arians, &c. 
L's, 11. but he is baniſh'd and ſent away after 
© Baſter, Arſacius his Enemy, and who 
had ſworn never to be a Biſhop, is im- 
mediately made Biſhop of CP. and per- 
ſecutes his Friends and Followers, who 
from his name John are calld Joannites, 
Ohmpias a great and holy Woman, and 
others, are deeply find for not commu- 
nicating with him: All are to loſe their 
Eſtates that ſeparate from him, or Theo- 
philus, or Porphyrius Biſhop of Antioch; 
and Makers are fin d that Jet their Ser 
vants 
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vants go to the Joannites Conventicles. 
Many Toarnites that met on an Eaſter- 
Even to praiſe God and baptize the Ca- 
techumens, are grievouſly abus'd by a 
Heathen Colonel. Next day they met 
in the common Baths, and the Emperor 


being abroad the day after, ſeeing 3000 


Perſons in white who had been baptiz'd 
by them, his Guard went and kill'd ma- 
ny of them; and fo great Cruelties are 
us d againſt the ones that many are. 
forc'd to diſown him, and ſay Anathema 
to him. Atticus ſucceeds Arſacius, and 
perſecutes them at firſt; many are tor- 
turd, whip'd and baniſh'd.: Chryſoſtom 
hurried from place to place, and hardly 
us'd in his Baniſhment, dies. 
Theophilus prevails with the Biſhops in 
the Eat not to put Chryſoſtom's Name in 
the Diptychs, or Liſts of the Biſhops 
which were mention'd in their publick 


Prayers, and writes a. virulent, Book: to 


tender him odious to Poſterity. A Frag- 
ment of it is fouad in "0b 12 wherein 
he calls, him * impious, peltilent, furi- 
% ous, worſe than Webuchadne ar or 
“ Belſhezzar, than Idolaters or Hea- 
* thens ; that he was transform'd into 
* an Angel of Light, and a Companion 
% of Judas; that he faid Chriſt's Pray- 
ers were not heard, becauſe he pray d 

hs F not 
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& not wright ; that he is burning in Hell, 
% Cc. He got St. Hierom (who in his 
16th Epiſtle to Principia, had writ fierce- 


ly for Theophilas, and againſt the Solita- 


ries, and againſt Chryſoſfoz under the 
name of Barnabas) to tranſlate it into 
Latin; whereupon Facandus obſerves 
how deplorable the Life of Man is. 

Atticus writes to Cyril Biſhop of Alex. 
andria and Nephew to Theophilas, That 
Wiſdom is to be us'd, and Canons not 
to be rigorouſly inſiſted on; and that 
being preſs'd by the People and the Em- 
peror, he had put Chry/ſoſtom's Name in 
the Diptychs, and adviſes him to do the 
like for tHe Peace of the Church. Cyril 
anſwers, * How can one that's depbs'd 
be rank*d\ among the Priefts of God, 
% or a Faick be fit in the rank of Bi- 
e ſhops? Is it fidt ſad to ſee a Traytor 
jn the number of the Apoſtles ? If Ju. 
„% das's Name be writ there, what ſhall 
« become of Matthias? &c. We mult 
prefer the Sacred Canons as the moſt ex- 
ce cellent Things in the World, before 
« any particular Man; and without 
« breaking them we cannot put a depos d 
« Perſon among the Biſhops, Facunass 
wonders Cyri{ ſhould write thus, and ſo 
doth Iſidore Peluſiota; but Proclus Bi- 
ſhop of CP. makes a Panegyrick on Ch. 


fofrom, 


. 
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ſaſtom, and his Body is honourably 70 
brought to CP, and fo the Joannites are — 9 
reunited,., , Las 2 A 

Now were theſe Joannites Schiſma- 5 
ticks, and if ſo, were they damn d? Or 7 
was the Council that depos'd him, the Ee 


Emperor that baniſh'd him, and the 
Emprels and her Party Schiſmaticks, and 
were they damn d Or was Theophilus, 
Cyril, and moſt of the Biſhops of the 
Eaſt, and Hierom too, Schiſmaticks, and 
were they damn d? Horrible ! Surely 
this ſhoyld fully ſtop. the Mouths of all 
that ſay, that all ſuch as are guilty of 
Schiſm are damn l. | 


- 


I! be Acephali or Heſitantes. 

The General Couudil at Chalcedon con- 4523 
firm'd the three former General Councils, 
that at Nice againſt Arias, that at CP. 
againſt Macedonius, and that of Epheſus 
againſt Neſtorius; and condemn'd Exty- 
ches, but - receiv'd. Theodoret and Ibas, 
who had been condemn'd as Neſtorians. 
Many aremuchdiflatisfy*d with this, eſ- 
pecially the Monks. in Paleſtine, who were 
zealous , Extychians. Some owa the 
Council, and ſome reject it, as favour- 
ing the Neſtorians, and keep Meetings 
apart, and having no Head are call'd A. 
cephali. Teuo the Emperor to. pacify 48% 
them, made a Henoticom or Contehon == 
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of Faith to unite them, wherein he 


owns the Definitions of the three firſt 


General Councils, and pronounces Ana- 
thema to Eutyches. and Neſtorius, but 
faith nothing of the Council of Chalce- 
don, ſeeming thereby tacitly to deny it, 


Great Tumults thereupon, and they that 


own'd that Henoticum were call'd Heſi. 
tantes. Anaſtaſias who ſucceeded no 
owns them, but will not ſuffer any to 
condemn the Council of Chalcedon, and 


compels -the Orthodox to communicate 


With them. For this he is horribly abus'd 
by the People of CP. and in great Tu- 
mult lays down his Crown, faying, he 
would not be a Ruler of ſuch contenti- 


 . ous Men; but the Neceſſities of the 


People brought them to remorſe, and to 


entreat him to: reſume his Crown, and 


be their Emperor. Severus Biſhop of 
Antioch became their Head. © 

- Pheſe Heſ#tantes were they damm d, or 
thoſe that oppos'd them? © 
Tie Maintainers of the Tria 
: f Ca pitula. | IVY 1 
Theodorus Biſhop of Cæſarea in Capps: 
docia, who favour'd the Acephali and 
Origen, provok d by a late Condemnarion 
of him at CP. by the help of the Empreſs 


Theodora, perſuades the Emperor Juſt 


nian, that all the Xrephati would nn 
19 S wo | * 
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ly receive the Council of Chalcedon, xt 
he would condemn Theodorus Biſhop 


Mopſueſta who was prais'd by that 


Council, and an Epiſtle of 1645 which 
defended Neftorias, and the Writings of 
Theodoret againſt Cyril Biſhop of Alex- 
andria for Neſtorius, whom the Council 


had receiv*d into Communion. Theſe are 
the three famous Heads, or Tria Capitula. 


The Emperor promulgates his Edict 
againſt thoſe Tria Capitula with 14 Ana- 
thema's, and the Year after Vigilius Bi- 
ſhop of Rome condemns them; and the 
fifth General Council at CP. condemns 
them. Vigilius was then at CP, but 
would notcondema them as he had done 
before; thereupon he is beaten, drag'd 
with a Cord about his Neck, impriſon'd 
and baniſh'd (Could they think him Chriſtꝰs 
Vicar and Infallible, that us'd him ſo barba- 
rouſly ? ) but ſoon after approves the 
Council, and condemas the Tria Capitu- 
la, and is freed from his Baniſhment, 
Baronius defends and commends him for 
this, and withal ſaith, It's good for 


Popes to keep at Rome, far from the 


Courts of Emperors and Kings. 
The Bifbops of Africk and the Wieſt, 
and particularly of Ireland (which was 
then the moſt famous place for Religion) 
Oppoſe the Decrees of that Council, will 
N JJ 


546; 
$47. 


553. 


554. 


LOR 


$4 


335. 


586. 


A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm. 


not communicate with Vigilius and 


his Succeſſors who approvid it, and 


chuſe the Biſhop of Aquileia for their Pa- 
triarch. Ruſticus, Victłor Tononenſis, 
Facundus Hermienſis and others Write a- 
gainſt it. Pope Pelagius, Succeſſor to 
Vigilius, beſtirs himſelf to bring down 
theſe Schiſmaticks, and employs Narſes 
the Emperor's General to ſubdue the Ve- 
netians, Iſtrians, Ligurians, the Biſhops 
of Milan and Aquileza and others; and 
ſo did the Popes after him. 

| Now were all thoſe that refus'd Com- 
munion with the Popes becauſe of that, 
damn d? All the Biſhops of the Weſt and 


of Africk and their ' Followers, were 


l they damnmd? Or were the Popes and 


597: 


the Emperor, and the fifth General 
Council and their Followers damm d: 
Who can endure it? 

But Dr. Crakenthory in his Vigilius 1 
mitans, undertakes to prove againſt Ba- 
ronius, that Vigilius after his Exile, ne- 
ver approv*d of confirm'd the fifth Ge- 
neral Council at CP. nor condemn'd the 
Tria Capitula, tho his Succefſors Pelagius 
and others did. 

Ihe Britiſh C hriſtians that iffer'd from 

by Auſtin and the Roman Rites. 
Auſtia the Monk who was ſent into 
Brain by Fope Gregor), and'baptiz'd 

"i | Ethelbers 


r 


A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm. 55 
Ethelbert King of Kent with many of his 
Subje*ts, ſtrove. in a Synod to bring in 692. — 1 
the Roman Rites ; but the Britiſh Biſhops, | — 4 
who were many, mov*d in part by his il 
great Pride, oppoſe him. Soon after _ i 
Ethelfrid a Saxon Pagan King routed the — 
Britons, and kill'd 1200 Monks at Ban- wel 
gor, and fome ſay * by his Procurement, * 5+ Ful £14k 
A great Difference then; The Britons icr'sChurl *l 
Jook*d on them that followꝰd Juſtin, as ©? By 
no better than Pagans, communicated no pede 1. 2, 777 
more with them than with Heathens, 20. 7220 
nor would admit them into their Com- 2 
munion without forty days penance. And "Ml 
thoſe of Auſtin's way would not receive vl 
Conſecration from any that came from 2 4 
Scotland, nor Impoſition of Hands, nor Uher. Ml 
give the Holy Euchariſt to them, nor re- Pelman. wall | 


ceive it from them; nay queſtion'd the 
Validity of Bapriſm confet'd by them, 
They differ'd alſo about the time of 
keeping Eaſter, but the Roman Way pre- 
vail'd: Ofwy the King of Northamber. Bedei, 3. 
land ſay ing, Since Peter kept the Keys 23. 
ok Heaven, he would be of his mind 884. 
that he might let him in. | 
Were the Britons, or the Followers of 
Auſtin damn'd ? 3 3 
The Gregorian Liturgy was forc'd on 
the French by Charlemain with great Cru- 
elties; and on the Spaniſh by Alphonſis; 1989! 
18 9 E 4 and 
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and on the Monks of Glaſtonbury by 
William the Conqueror. 

Were they that oppos'd it damn d? 
The Followers of Ignatius or Photius, 
were they damn d? 8 
Bardas, who ruPd, depos'd and ba- 
niſh'd Ignatius the Patriarch of CP. for 
keeping bim from the Holy Communi- 
on, becauſe he had put away his inno- 
cent Wife, & c. and made Photias Patri- 
arch. Baſiigs reſtores Ignatius, depoſes 
and baniſhes Photius; only 12 Biſhops 
had ſtuck to Ignatius, and 102 are par- 
don'd. Photius is reſtor'd by Baſilius on 
Ignatius's Death, and confirm'd by a 
General Councit of 383 Biſhops : Is a- 
gain depos'd by Leo Philoſophus, and put 
into a Monaſtery. Baronius ſaith, the 
Followers of theſe two Patriarchs would 


not communicate with one another, but 
* Hoa) ſaith they did. 47 


The Followers of Nicholas or Eauthy- 


mias, Were they damn d? 
Nicholas Patriarch of CP. excommu- 


nicates Leo Philoſophas for marrying a 


fourth Wife, tha he had no Children by 
his three former Wives. Leo depoſes 


him, and puts in Eathymus, who receives 


him isto Communion. | 


Hexander, Leo's Succeſſor, reſtores: 
Michal, and dapoſes Ewhymins. The 


Clergy 
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Clergy who had follow*d Nicholas, beat 
him with their FS pull off his Beard, 
and horribly abuſe him. Other Empe- 
cors oft put out Patriarchs, and put in 
others; and Jſaacius Angelus in his nine 
years Reign put out five, who all ſuc- 
ceeded and were alive together, and com- 
municated together. 
The great Schiſm betwixt the Greek 
and the Latin Church. 

It began at the Council at Trallo, 
which made 103 Canons, which Rome 
would not own. 


It grew greater in Photzas's time, 


when 4 Filiogue was condemn'd by the 
Greeks, and they ſeparated. 


It grew yet greater, when Leo excom- 


municated - Michael Cerularias the Patri- 
arch and others that had writ againſt the 
Latins. Their main Differences were, 
about faſting on Saturdays, unleaven'd 
Bread in the Euchariſt, eating Blood 
and Things ſtrangl'd, Prieſts Marriage, 
adding 4 Filioque to the Creed, and the 
Pope's being Univerſal Biſhop. 

When the Latins had taken Jeruſalem, 
they us'd the Greets very ſeverely. | 

The Greeks had their Patriarchs, tho 
but titular ones, at Jeruſalem and Antioch, 
as well as the Latins. n 
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The Popes Legate ſhuts up their 
Churches at CP. and impriſons their 
Prieſts, becauſe they would not leave 
their old way of Religion; but Henry 
the Emperor frees them. Sore Conteſts 
then! | I” 

The Greeks us'd to excommunicate the 
Pope every filth day of the Week beſore 
Eaſter, will not make uſe of an Altar 
where the Latins had celebrated till it 
was cleans'd with Water, nor would ad- 


mit the Latins that were Prifoners to 


Communion with them. 


Mich. Paleolog as at the Council of Ly- 


ons receives the Latin Ceremonies, yet 
died ſo hated that he could nor be buri- 


ed; bur Azaronicas his Son breaks the 


Union, and per ſecutes the Latins. Bar- 
laam and Nilas Theſfal. write againſt the 
Pope. An Union of the Greeks with the 


Latins mage at the Council at Florence, 


wherein they own the Pope's Suprema- 
cy, &c. It's abhor'd at CP. the Prieſts 
and others would not pray with them, 
as having renounc'd the Faith. Only 
Marcus Epheſius and Georgius  Schotari: 


us oppos'd it in the Council, but Beſſa- 
rion and others betray*d the Greets; and. 


John Paleologus, to get Aid againſt the 


- 


it writ by Sylveſter A pguropulus, put out 
by Dr. Creighton. as Thus 


Turks, confirm'd it. See the Hiſtory of 
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Thus we ſee theſe cruel Diviſions far 
many years, and which continue yer, 
as the Patriarch Nectarius, lately tranſla- 
ted Ind publiſh'd here, ſhews. 

Were the Greeks or the Latius, dying 
without a particular Repentance for this, 
damn d? | 

Some reckon about 30 Schiſms of the 
Popes, two or three at. the ſame time; 
eſpecially one that began about the year 
1053, and laſted about 7o years; and 
another about 1378, when one of the 
Popes fat at Avignon, which laſted about 
70 years: Italy, Germany and England 
ollowing thoſe at Rome; and France, 
Spain, Sicily, Cyprus, Scotland the other. 
They that look on the Proteſtants with 
the greateſt Scorn, ſhould look back on 
theſe things, and conſider whether of 
theſe were the Schiſmaticks, and if they 
were damn d. 

The Albigenſes and Waldenſes, thoſe 
bleſſed and famous Witneſſes of Chriſt, 
were condemn'd as Hereticks and Schiſ- 
maticks; yet were all that out of a blind 
Zeal and Prejudice, ſuch as Bernard and 
others, oppos d them, damn d? 

Many Franciſcan Friars or Minorites 
choſe them a General, and ſay there's a 
carnal Church full of Vice and Riches, 
and a ſpiritual afflicted one but full of 
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Virtue. - Michael Ceſenas their General 
and moſt. of them join with Lewis of 
Bavaria the Emperor againſt the Pope. 
Mar ſilius Patavinus, Jandunus, Paludanus 
and Occam write for the Emperor againſt 
the Pope. Theſe Minorites were whip'd 
and deſtroy'd by Popes. But were they 


or their Oppoſers damn d for that? 


1594. 


Fuller's 
Aiſtory. 


Thuan. IJ. 


I 25. of 
Wazrion's 
Quodli- 
hes. 


any Sacraments. 


The Church of Rome, who treat the 
Proteſtants as Schiſmaticks, and 
{ay they are damn'd, have of later 
years had great Feuds and Schiſms 
among themſelves: To inſtance 
but in a few of them. 
The Jeſuits and Secular Prieſts in Wiſ 
bich Caſtle. | 
Weſton the Jeſuit would be Superior 
over the Secular Prieſts there ; they reſiſt 
his Authority over them. He and the 
Jeſuits will nct yield to the Sentence 
given againſt them till they were forc'd 
to it, tho they had agreed to the Arbi- 
tration. The Seculars fay, the Jeſuits 
are like the Donatiſis, holding the true 
Church is only among them, and ſepa- 
rating from the Seculars, and putting 
ſeruples into the Heads of the Lay Ca- 
tholicks, that they may not come to 
them, nor communicate with them in 


That 


A ſhort Fliſtory of Schißn. 
That famous Breach *twixt Pau! V. 
and the Venetians that broke our into a 
War; and upon the Peace, the Jeſvits 
who had occaſion'd the Contention were 
not admitted again into that Common- 
wealth till the year 1657. Padre Paulo 
then wrote ſtrongly for the Venetians. 

The violent Conteſts bet wixt the Je- 
ſuits and Janſeniſis about 8 Auguſtin's 
Doctrine concerning the Grace of TH riſt, 
about frequent Communion, and the 
Tranſlation of the New Teſtament by 
the 1 eniſts, printed at Mont. The 
Archbiſhop of Paris forbids the ſelling or 
reading of it. They anſwer his Order, 
and ſay, © Neither Prieſts nor People are 
to obey thoſe Orders of his; that they 
* were made Out of Pride and Hatred 
* againſt Catholick Brſhops and Divines; 
that they tend to ſtifle the Spirit of 
God in the Church; that it makes a 
* Schiſm, and breaks the Communion 
4 of Saints; that it's an Uſurpatioo, and 
* againſt the Liberty of the Church, 
& which Chrift hath purchasd with his 
Blood; that ſcrupulous Perſons, who 


have little Light, and whafe Religion 
is founded on ſervile Fear, may be in- 


* clin'& to obey them, but nat others : 


« and that Gerſon ſaith, ſuch Semences 


are not to be fear*d; and not to oppoſe 
., * „ a , Lc 
an 
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© an unjuſt Sentence, is aſniva patieptis 
« & timor leporinas, 


Among the Proteſtants who have fe- 
parated (0 Rome, there have been 
divers Schiſms to our exceeding Grief, 
and to the hindrance of Chriſt's bleſſed 
Goſpel... . L +44 ans; | a 
I be Lat heraus ſeparate from the Cal. 
viniſts, and many of them in a high and 


fierce manner: But are they, or the bo- 


ſay it? God forbid !- . ;,- * | 
The Remonſtrants, or Arminians in 
Holland, have ſet up diſtin& Churches or 
Meetings, and ſeparated from the way 
there by Law eſtabliſh'd,;and have a To- 
leration from the States; and they ſay they 
do not ſeparate becauſe of the five Point: 
| op 2 2 Confeſſions to be ſub- 


bat FG 

ſcribd, and for holding that Magiſtrates 
inder the Meetings of Diſſenters. 
Epiſcopiuss Let- 
ter to Grotius in April 163 1. Are the 


So Andr. Polenberg, an 


Py 
. 


Remonſtrants damn d for that? , 


Our  Exgliſh, who being in France 
would 0 n with the French Churches, 


and ſaid they had no true Miniſters, Sacra- 
ments, or Worſhip of God, becauſe they 
had no Biſhops, which, caus'd Blonde to 
write his learned Rook pro Sententia Hie- 
rommi. And our Lord Chancellor 5 


# 
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A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm, | 
who in his Baniſhment Anno 1673. wrote 
a Book againſt Creſſy. for Dr. Stillingfleet, 
becauſe many undervalue whatſoever is 
writ by Clergymen, hath this Paſſage in 
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ir, © I will, write nothing, in defence of 


« the Hugaenots of Frante, of whoſe Com- 

© munion I profeſs not my ſelf to be. 
Were theſe Gentlemen damn d for 

that? Who will ſay it? Ate: 


1 7 


The English that ſtrive to ſet up Biſhops 
and our Common-Prayer.in ſeveral places 
where the Presbyterian or Way of the 
French Proteſtants is eſtabliſh'd by Law, 
as in Scotland, Holland, and other places; 
What ſhall we ſay of them? Are they, 
or the body of them Schiſmaticks, and 
ſhall they be damn'd for that? Would 
thoſe he ſuffer'd that ſhould ſay it? 
The Nonjurors, that refuſe to take the 
Oath of Allegiance to, our gracious Queen 
Anne; they will nat join in the Worſhip 
of God with their Brethren that ſwear 
Allegiance to her Majeſty, but charge 
them with Apoſtacy.a ad Sch iſm, and keep 
their ſeparate Meetings. So Archbifhop 
Sancroft did after his Depoſition, living 
at Freſingham in Saffolk where he was 
born; he never welt to the Pariſh Church, 
tho the Miniſter had been put in by him, 
but read the Common-Prayer in his 
Houſe twice every day, and another 

e 


ley. 
1692. 
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Prayer which is us'd by the Nonjurors, 
once; and receiv'd the Lord's. Supper 
from one of them a little before his death, 
Anno 1693. In a printed Tract writ to 
a Lady by a Nonjuror who left a great 


Living, and gave when he dy'd all his E- 
m-Berke- ſtate to thoſe of his way, he ſaith, © Thoſe 


ci that uſe the forms of Worſhip. us'd in 
« the Pariſh Churches are Schiſmaticks, 
« becauſe they worſhip God at another 
« Altar; and the Biſhops, eſpecially the 
« Biſhop of London, being ſeparated from 
<-their Archbiſhop, who was depos'd, 
ate Schiſmaticks, and not tobe own'd: 
and becauſe they perſecute thoſe that 
cannot join with them, and that a 


« Perſecution, in ſome ſenſe as great, if 


« not greater than a French Dragooning, 
4 hath raged and rages among us ; that 
e thoſe Who communicate with them, tho 
« otherwiſeloyal,and conſent not to their 
4 prodigious ſinful Prayers, are Schiſma- 
* ticks; and hecites for that Rom. 16.17. 
* Epheſ. 5.11. Numb. 16.19. Pſal. 50.21. 


„ and the Primitive Church: aud that 


« Schifmaricks who obſtinately continue 
« fo, are in a ſtate of eternal Damnation. 
Thus, with what . meaſure ſome mete 
to others, it is meaſur'd to them again. 
Shall theſe Nonjurors, or the body of 
chem, be dam 'A for this? 


r 


Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, what ſhall we ſay of the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſeuters in England, that do not 
at all, or do not conſtantly join with the 
Church by Law eftabliſh'd, and with 
none elſe? Are all the reſt, notwith- 
ſtanding their Schiſms, in a ſafe or hope- 
ful condition? and are they only, or the 
body of them in a ſtate of Damnation? 
Is the body of them alone broke off from 
the Catholick Church? have they only 
forfeited their Intereſt in the Covenant of 
Grace, as ſome ſay? Are they alone with- 
out any right to the Bleſſings of it, and 
in as great danger of Damnation as moral 
Feathens, or thoſe that live in Murder or 
Aaultery * Are they worſe than other 
Schiſmaticks (if they be Schiſmaticks, 
which they are fure they are not) and in 
particular than the Joannites, who ſepa- 
rated only becauſe their holy and beloved 
Biſhop Chryſoſtom was unjuſtly put out 
and hardly us'd? They had not indeed 
a Chryſaſtom among them, but they had 
hundreds, nay, about two thouſand of 
their holy and belov'd Paſtors put our, 
and many of them eminent for their 
worth. Moſt ſay, if a Church require 
nothing that is ſinful, People are to join 
with it: But here we ſee the Joannites 
would not join with the Church of CP. 
tho nothing ſinful was impos'd ; unleſs 
: F it 
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it was ſinful to forſake their old holy 
Biſhop, and join with others that Were 
iatruded upon them. I do not ſay this 
was a juſt ground, and few of the Diſſen · 
ters, if any, have made uſe of it, tho 
they have ſuch a Precedent, and others 
like it. 4 "IT 

However, the Church had a great re- 
ſpect to theſe Joannites, and Rrove to 


fatisfy and win them, which they, did, 


tho it was 34 years after Chry/oſtam's De- 
ſition ; when tho they could not raiſe 
im from, the dead, they. brought his 
Body in triumph to CP. And ſhould 
nothing be done to win the ſober Exgliſh 
Diſſenters, ho love and cleave to their 
faithful Miniſters, and have other weigh- 
ty grounds alſo, for what they do, which 
the Joannites had noet? 128 
So this Damnatory Douctrine is a falſe 
and wicked Doctrine, becauſe. it cuts off a 
great part of God's Church, and ſome- 
times of the beſt, and damus them. 
Victor and his Followers, or the Aſian 
Churches, or both, were they damm d for 
that? = by 
.. Origen and his Followers, or thoſe that 
condemn'd them, were they all dana? 
Cyprianand his Followers, or they who 
ſeparated from him, were they damn d 
o Wa 
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The o,, Donivifts, Auna, 
Luvifertans, Whaias?, Wis the body of 
them, if not al}, damned © | 

All che Joagmtes tt EB. or Thi Wis, 
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thar were aga inſt che Fre Capitals, An 
all the Br itib aud Sr llat ſeparated. 


ſo/greathy32were alf cheſe that died with: | 


out a pitticthr 9 or at leaft 
the th 5 F therm entept fome fc. 
daun d for their 8 Who can dear 
ſunli ad i pos and feel! Off . ths 
-Allithe' Followers'of the Lalla. de 
Grerth —— betwikt * Whom there 
havhi: bsem W ong; 0 Herce and cruiel 4 
eden ade they al or the Body of them, 
en cep Tame few, De becatiſe of" cis? 
they Sobiſh > Nb Heri 2. 
Additwcomè hem to dur tk ths 
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damn d. This is ſo plain, that they who 
will not own the ſtrongeſt Arguments 
muſt needs yield to it. | 

Damnation is: a terrible thing. To 
be driven from the Preſence of the Lord, 
and be caſt into everlaſting Fire- pre- 
par*d for the Devil and his Angels, by 
the righteous Judgment of God, to be 
tormented there for ever; How dread- 


ful is this? Vet how few are there that 


ſhall eſcape it? For few will enter in at 


the ſtrait Gate that leads to Life, and 


many. will go in the broad Way which 
leads to that of Deſtruction. And ſhall 
we make the few yet fewer by our Opini- 
on, and raſhly damn many conſcientious 
Diſſenters, that under divers Diſcourage- 
ments and Reproaches, labour as they 
are able, to turn People from their Sins, 
that they may be ſav'd from the Wrath 
to come, and be brought to thoſe ever- 
laſting Joys, which God thro our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt hath prepar'd for them that 


hic 


4 


duſtriouſly avoided the Diſputes among 


Antiquaries concerning many Paſſages in 


Hiſtory, and candidly ſet down what is 


generally own'd, or have-ſhownthediffe- 


Fences... VV. This 


and in thoſe I mention, I have in- 
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IV. This falſe Opinion is grounded 
only on ſome Paſſages in Cyprian, 
and other of the Fathers. 


This is the Gorgon's Head that's 
brought to amaze, ſtupify, and deſtroy 
all Oppoſers; but the Pretence is weak, 
and 1 ſhall anſwer it in general, and in 
particular. + 
In general. The Sayings of the Fa- 
_ thers are not a ſufficient ground for us 
to build upon. 8 
*Tis only the holy Scripture, and 


what may be truly deduc'd from it, 
that we can fafely build our Faith and 
Practices upon. This all ſound Divines 
hold, and ſo the 21/ Article of the 


Church of England, which ſaith, Gene- 
ral Councils may err, and ſometimes have 
err'd ; and many of the antient holy 


Writers may err, and are to be examin'd. 


by the holy Scriptures. 45225 
The Fathers teach the ſame ; Cyprian 


oft preſſes it in his Epiſtle to Cæcilius, 

and to Pompeius againſt Stephen, and de 

lapſis ; and Auſtin after him, and the 

Fathers generally, and * Hierom eſpe- * Epiſtag 
ad Pauli- 


cially, who cenſuring other antient Wri- 
ters, in a ſort among them taxes Cyprian, 


25 if he had-ſcarcely touch d the Scrip- . 
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tures, be de MM 2 75 nequg- 
74, Ak era gt 
It? $ hard al 1110 80 ves IF mean- 
ing of the Eier and of, Cyprian in 


* 1 


particular. They bave many bold Ex- 
Fan 3 which ſoine ſtrain to, bad 
enſe, tho they meant well, and theit 
Judgment was righ 165 25, "Thy Blood i 
the Key of Paradiſt; That Blat 64npo be 
waſh'd away by the Blood of Mart 1raaw ; by 
the Baptiſan of Marryr dem 41 et Are, done 
aua; that Alf free us fem Death, 
not from that * Death which the Heut of. 
Chriſt hath oncę de a and. Ham, N 
the [ehatary, Grace of Baptiſm andthe. 
fer hath freed. "ffs bat from ei 
f ah e, 400 , 77 fantts. 
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ftian's Hope, and Faith, and Virtae, and 

Glory is in Chriſt. 
Many great Men both papiſts and 

Proteſtants, ſhew the Fathers have been 

miſtaken, and have oft exceeded in ma- 

ny of their Expreſſions. Sixtus Senenſis Biblioth, 

faith, while they ſtrove to ſubvert one | 5: 

Error, they have fallen, or ſeem to fall 

into another, as one that bends a Stick 

to make it ſtreight. Rigaltius on Cyprian's 

Epiſtle to Quintus, on thoſe words, 4 

baptixatur a mortuo, &c. if one be bap- 

tiz?d by one that is dead, what good will 

that waſhing do him? faith : Cyprian 

and the Pathers oft take from the Scrip- 

tures, whatever by the bare ſound of the 

words ſeems to make for their purpoſe, n 

tho it is to be underſtood quite in ano- _— 

ther ſenſe. And the Biſhop of Oxford Wi 

ſets this down, and feems to approve it. 

And Daille in his Book of the right uſe of Part 2, 

the Fathers (which deſerves to be read by ©? 4 

young Students) largely ſhews how they 

have err'd; and tho their Writings be 4 

very uſeful, yet they are not the Rules 3 

of our Religion; and that the Papiſts 


diſclaim them yet more than the Prote- 270 
ſtants; and largely inſtances in Cajetan, Chap. s. 4 
Canus, Catharinas, Maldonat, Salmeron, Har. 3 1,0. 7 
Medina, Bellarmin, Cornelius Muſſus, and 51. Alo: | 


gOrum. | f 
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who ſays the Fathers had their Failings, 


and tho we ought not maliciouſly to 


ſeek after their Errors, yet we may lay 
them open, that none may be deceiv'd by 
them; and by no means may defend them, 


no more than we ſhould imitate their 


Vices if they had any. 

Beſides, many who much extol Anti- 
quity, when preſſed by it, ſhamefully 
difown it. Bonner told Saunders, He 
vas a Heretick for teaching the Admi- 
« niſt ration of the Sacraments, and all 
& Orders of the Church are moſt pure 
«& when they come moſt nigh to the 
Primitive Church; for, ſays he, the 
“Church was then but in her Infancy, 
« and could not-abide the Perfection of 


_ & Ceremonies afterwards, &c4. Saun- 


Pag. 81. 


ders reply'd, * That Ceremonies were 
from the beginning invented for the 
« rude Infancy of Men, and it was a 


© token of Man's Perfection to have 


« few of them. 
And Archbiſhop Whitgift in his An- 


ſwer to the Admonition, ſaith, Why 


do you call me back to the Primitive 
„Church, as if we were bound to the 


beginning of things, as you would bind 


little Intants in Blankets with ſwadling 
Bands? As if we might not change 
*. choſe Primitive Rudiments, which 

© es & were 
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< were not then ſo profitable in their 
4 firſt Original, as they ſeem to be per- 
* nicious at this day. Wo 
And our Archbiſhop Laad ſays, © A Coffer. Nl 


6 plain honeſt Donatiſt, holding the Foun- * _ * 
« dation, and not knowing his Schiſm, 4 
“ might be ſav'd; that a Donatiſt is a tall 
« far leſs Offender than a Romaniſt : and 1 
« that if one be miſled by the Current 130 
« of the time, yet not ſupinely, but * 
« with diligence to know the Truth; not "Y 
« pertinaciouſly or  uncharitably, but 1 
holding an internal Communion with 94 
« the whole Viſible Church in Points of 7 
« Faith, and Acts of Charity; not facti- kl! 
« ouſly, but with ſincere endeavours of Wl 


“Union of all Chriſtians in Truth and 

« Peace, Theſe, tho miſled, are not He- 

«© reticks or Schiſmaticks in the ſight of 

« God, and therefore are in a State of 

Salvation; elſe it would go hard with 

many poor Souls miſled on all ſides, &c. 

“And ſuch of the Separatifts (in Epg- In hi Pre- 

and) as mean well, and are miſled by face. 

* Artifices, are Bells of paſſing good 

“Metal, and tunable enough of them- 

* ſelves, &c. | | 

In particular. Many Fathers are men- 

tion'd; there are hut four they chiefly 

build upon, the reſt ſpeak only in general, Wi 

and nothing but what is own'd by all. T8 
Clemens 
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lib. 4. c. 62. 
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Clemens in his Epiſtle! to the Corinthi- 
ans; we heartily — of what he 
writes againſt Diviſions. Irenæus *, ® God 
« will judg thoſe that make Schiſtns, 
« W 4 not having the Love of 
« God, minding their own Luft rather 
« than the Unity of the Church, and 
64 for {light and any kind of Reaſons 
“ tear and divide the great and glo- 
&« rious Body of Chrift, and as much as 


in them lies, deſtroy it. Exceedin 


well ſpoken; who can chuſe but like 
this? And let all of us take heed of 5 
ing ſuch. 

. Dion ſius — Fir: 
milian, Fulgent ius, 1 100 and others, 
ſay the likt. 

As to the ſour they chiefly build upon, 
C prian, e ns e and he 


fojtom. 


Cyprian, © hath man Paſſages, that 
Schi{maticks cannot be av'd. 


« As to the Perfon of Novatian, kriow 


Anconiano. & jn the firſt place, we are not much to 


« mind what he holds or teaches, ſince 
he is out of the Church. Whoever 
* he is, or what kind of Man ſoever he 
« is, be i no Chriſtian, wha is not in 
« the Church of Chriſt. 

_ « Such if they ſhould be put to death 
a - owning Chriſt, their Pare can- 


Set 


A e N Schiſm, 0 


« « Death, he cannot — a Martyr that is 


« nor in the Church. And many like * 
Places in bis other Tracts and Epiſtles, 41 
where he ſaith, the Navatians and o. . il 
ther Schiſmaticks  rebeld againſt God, " 


were out of the Church; had no Grace, 
no Charity, no Truth; that the Baptiſin 
they gave wes null, becauſe they had nor, 9 
nor could give the Holy Ghoſt; that 
their Sacraments were Sacrileges; and 
that they could not be fer tho they We 
were martyr'd. al 
Now many that greatly honour'd . 40 
priav, have io ſome things rejected his 1 
Aufhacity; ; fo Auguſtin did with great 1 
Modeſty: For anſwering Creſconius the 9 
Donerif, who alledg'd Lypria's Epiſtle "1 
to Jabrianus, againſt the validity of 
Baptiſm adminiſter*d-by Schiſmaticks, he 
ſaith, “ Jam not bound by the Authori- _ 
85 „ty 'of that Epiſtle, becauſe I look not yn, ibs, 
on Cpriar's Epiſtles as Canonical c. 32 
5 *, Writings, but judg them by the Ca- 
„ nonical ; and what in them agrees 
with the Authority of the Divine 
0 * Scriptures, 1 receive to his Praiſe ; and 
ear not with.it, by his good 
; ee [96 ct. Now lice that which 
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Eccl. po- 
Iv, lib. 3. 
§. 1, 


I port Hiſtory of Schiſm, 

« you produce is not Canonical, with 
“ that Liberty to which Chriſt hath 
„ call'd us, that of that great Man, 
«© whoſe” Praiſe I cannot attain to, to 
« whoſe Letters I do not compare my 
« Writings, whoſe Wit J love, whoſe 
« gEloquence I delight in, whoſe Chari- 
« ty J admire, whoſe Martyrdom I 
% honour, that which he thought other- 
« wiſe, Ireceive not. I ſay, F receive it 
„not, becauſe the Church for which he 
« ſhed his Blood, receives it not. The 
« fame may I ſay i in this Caſe, and on 
ce the ſame Ground. 

Again, Cyprian is groſly miſtaken, in 
thinking Schiſmaticks were out of the 
Church; hereupon he concluded they 
had no Grace, no Charity, nor could be 
ſav'd, and that Baptiſm adminiſter*d by 
them was null. But Stephen Biſhopof 
Rome excommunicated him and his Fol- 
lowers for this, and prevail'd ; and to 
this day the Papiſts, tho they count Pro- 
teſtants to be horrible Schiſmaticks, do 
not rebaptize them if they turn Papiſts; 
nor do we rebaptize the Papiſts (tho 
guilty of the higheſt Schiſm and many 
other great Evils) when they turn-to us. 
Our learned Hooker clears this well, and 
condemns Cyprian ; he faith, «< All pho 

7 gone Lord, one Faith, ne 
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=. 


*« tiſm, 
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« tiſm, make Chriſt's Viſible Church; 

“and all that really have them, are his 

* Myſtical Inviſible Church. This Viſſ- 

ble Church is one, by the outward 

“ Profeſſion of thoſe. things, which ſu- 

“ -pernaturally pertain to the very Eſ- 

* ſence of Chriſtianity. So Jews: and See the 2d 
© Infidels are excluded, but all that pro- %%, yo 
« feſs thoſe things, tho they be impious whictun- 
“ Tdolaters, Schiſmaticks, Perſons ex- day, how 

« communicable or excommunicated ; *.5*** 


_ #7 et > with this. a 
“ tho they be Limbs of Satan, hateful of 
e to God, and the ſounder part of the _ Mal 
« Viſible Church, yet belong to it. The | al 
not obſerving the difference, firſt be- 1 


e tween the Church of God Myſtical and 
e Viſible, and then between the Viſible 
« ſound and corrupted, ſometimes more, | 
“ ſometimes leſs, hath deceiv'd many. 41 
Hence the African Biſhops, knowing 
«© the adminiſtring Baptiſm belong'd to 
the Church, and thinking Schiſma - 
© ticks were out of the Church, judg'd 
« Baptiſm given by them was null; and 
* none in this caſe was ſo earneſt as Cy- 
* prian, Thus Hereticks and wicked 
& Men are ſever'd from the ſound be- 
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© lieving Holy Church, yet are of the at 
* Vidble:Charebs. e A 
So holy Cyprian, who was ſo ſevere 'Y 


in his Sentence againſt Schiſmaticks, 
YI; | needs 


58 


Eonr; Par- 
menion. 
I. 2. c. 3. 


De Bapt. 
cont. Do- 
nat. I. 2. 
K. II, 16. 


Goncerning Cyprian, ma in this Caſe; be 


% have not Charity; none would make 
were not blinded 
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needs ſome Thdulgdnce himſelf. And ! 


wiſh that young Students who tnention 
his Authority, ould. read his Writings; 


and fee the holy ſtrain in them, and the 


way of the Goverhodent of the @burch 


then, from both which alas! how fat 
are we? Let us read and be excited to 


what is excellent. there; and not s 
thoſe things, wherein it's plain he fai d. 
Aagaſtin hath many Paſl ages aginft 
the Salvation of Sn 


„ Whatſoever they do out of ide Ual⸗ 
.thoi it ſeem to be 


ty of the Church, 
* , done with great Wit and Dilqzence; 


c yet it profits then nothing} againſt the 
Wrath of God, Spiders Webs cannot 


« defend them from the Cold. They 
4 ſhed Blood fpiritually; that ſtriue to 
cc rebaptize the World, and kill ſedue d 
4 Souls by their facrilegious: Schiſm;' 


& Tf any be fepacated from the Carhv- 


& lick Church, tho he thinks that he 
« lives laudably, yet for this very Sin; 


« that he is divided from Chriſtianity, 


&« he ſhall not have Eife, but the Wrath 


& of God abideth on him. Schiſmacicks 


« Schiſms,. if they 
& with Hatred of their Brethren;.. 
What this great and holy Man fiid 


jultly 
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juftly apply'd to him. We look not on 
bis Mritings as Canonical, but judg of 
them by the Canonical; that in them 
which agrees With the Divine Scriptures, 
we recelve and praiſe; but that which 
doth nor, we receive not. We muſt 
keep loſe to the Word, elſe we ſhall be 
loſt in the various Diſputes even of good 
Men concerning Schiſm, CGG. 
Beſides, ſome have been ſo bold as to 
write againſt him in the great points of 
Grace and Predeſtination, and even of 
thoſe who have ſubſeribꝰd to the Articles 
of the Church of England and fuch 
cannot juſtly; objeQt; him to us, if we 
modeſdly differ ſtom him in this. 
But I geed not go ſo far to anſwer him, 


Fon it's plain the Diſſenters in England 


vaſtly differ from the Donat iſts both in 
their Principles and Practices. They 
held the Baptiſm of others, not of their 


-9 


Way, was null, and rebaptiz'd them; 


ſo do not the Diſſenters: They ſaichthe 
Church of Chriſt was only: amongſt 
them in Africh, and would: hald Com- 


munion with no others ; a. grievous Sin, 
the Diſſenters ahhor it, and} do not ap- 
propriate Religion to themſelves. They 
own, the Churches of God in England 
and abroad, and as they have Opportu- 
nity, worſhip God with them; * — 

5 Wers 


80 


A. ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm. 
divers of their chief Oppoſers will not 
join with them at all, or with the Re- 
form'd Churches abroad. Auguſtin 
ſpeaks of thoſe that rebaptiz'd, and ſe 
parated from the Catholick Church ; 
therefore his Sayings are to be apply to the 
Donariſts, and ſuch as are like them, and 
not to all, who in any ſort may be guilty 
of Schiſm, either by unjuſt impoſing, or 
ſinful oppoſing. | 

I need not add what Mr. Hales, who 
was far from being a Diſſenter, writes 
concerning this; that tho it was falſe 
that the Donatiſts in Africk were the on- 
ly true Church, yet it might be true, 
notwithſtanding any thing St. Auguſtin 
brings to confute it, and the Truth was 
on his ſide by mere chance. For the ſum 
of his Diſputation is, The Unity of the 
Church which is diſpersd thro the World, 
and commanded by Chrift, is not to be for- 


ſalen. For tho the Church in other 


parts. of the World was orthodox and 
ood then; yet it might have been bad; 
cauſe where, and amongſt whom, or 
how many the Church ſhall be, or is, is 
a thing indifferent: it may be in any 
Number more or leſs, it may be in any 
Places, Countrys or Nations ; it may be 
diſpers'd in many Places, or confin'd to 


one. N $1 1 
ig cid Aad 
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And there are divers Paſſages in him 
that are againſt the damning of all that 
are guilty of Schiſm. 

«© The Donatiſts imitate the Error of De Bapr. 
* Cyprian, but not his Unity and Cha- a, 
« rity. * 

_ Holy Charity, which is the Bond 
« of Perfectneſs, none can have who is 
« not good; and no one that hath it, 

“ can be a Schiſmatick or a Heretick. Cont.Creſ- 
* He built not the City of God, who fan, 
« in Hatred proudly kilPd his Brother; 7 
© but he who being kill'd, humbly re- 

* deem'd his Brethren, 

Optatus mentions Perſons guilty of 
three Crimes, an Idolater, a Parricide, 
and a Schiſmatick. The Ninivites, ſaith ib. 1. 
he, who were Idolaters, upon a ſhort 
Repentance were pardon'd. Cain guil- 
ty of Murder was not kill'd; but Corab, 

Dathan and Abiram, who roſe up againſt 
Moſes, were ſwallow'd up alive. God, 
to whom Schiſm is hateful, did that a- 
gainſt the Schiſmaticks, which he did 
not againſt the Sacrilegious, and the 
Murderer of his Brother. 

This Paſſage (which is alſo found in 
Cyprian) will ſeem very high to all con- 
ſiderate Readers; and therefore Rigalti- Ort. Edit. 
5 in his Note on Oprian's 49th Epiſtle, Er. 52. 


fairh, Sed viderit Optatus, Cc. But let nei 


(3 * Opta- 
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« Optatus anſwer ſor it, whoſe Opinion, 
God willing, we ſhall, in due time, take 
« into Examination. The Biſhop of Ox- 


ford ſets this down, and ſeems to ap- 


prove of it. 9 5 
And tis plain, to compare all Schiſms 


ia the Church, to the higheſt degree of 


Homil. 1t. 
in Epheſ. 
Ch. 4. 


[them? &s. Now where ſuch things 


the Rebellion of Corah, Dathan and A. 
biram, againſt Moſes and Aaron, is a 


high flight of Rhetorick, tho far from 


true Reaſon. 

Chryſoſti-m, © Nothing, ſays he, di- 
“ vides the Church fo, as the Ambition 
<« of Preſiding; and nothing provokes 
«& God fo, as the dividing of the Church; 
ce that Sin cannot be blotted out even 


by the Blood of Martyrdom. It's as 


oreat a Sin as Hereſy. 

Chryſoſtom wrote that Homily when 
Theophilus held a Council againſt him to 
depoſe him, and ſhews, © It was Ambition 
+ that led them; that they were like Co- 
rab, Dathanand Abiram who periſh'd, 
4 and all that follow'd them; and that 
« it's no Excuſe for them to ſay they 
“hold the ſame Faith with us: the Gen- 
tiles mock at us for this, and ſay, Do 
not you ſee that all things among the 
Chriſtians are full of Vain- glory, that 
Ambition and Deceit rule amongęſt 


* 


* 


c 
cc 


** 


rule 
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rule and reign, the Schiſm no doubt is Step. 45. 
damnable. But theſe things he thought 
could not be apply'd to the Joannites: To them 
« For he highly commends them for — of 
«© their Sufferings, ſhews what hard xe, c. 15. al 
* things they had ſuffer*d, and that they 
«* were Martyrs, and not thoſe only | 
ee who refus'd to ſacrifice to Idols, &c. | 
So the Fathers therefore that are 4 
brought in with ſuch Pomp, either ſpeak of 
only the Truth, and make nothing a- 4 
gainſt us, or are ſtretched and falſly ap- ö 
ply'd to us; or in their Zeal againſt to 
Schiſmaticks, went ſometimes beyond 54 
the Truth; and at beſt, their Sayings are 
not the rule of our Faith and Life, as 
Cyprian, Auſtin, and the reſt of the Fa- 
thers, tell us. 

But we have divers, that being at a 
loſs as to the Scriptures, make a great 
buſtle with the Fathers (tho ſome ſuch 

Talkers have little read them) to amuſe 
and baffle their Oppoſers, who, they 
think, are little vers'd in them; or to per- 
plex and lengthen Diſputes. Others 
there are, that being young, and poſ- 
ſeſs'd with an Opinion that we muſt fol- 
low the Fathers; and ſeeing the Quota- 
tions of ſo many of them, by ſo great 
Hands, and at ſuch Times, are filPd 
with that Opinion, and preach it, and 
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print it, and practiſe it, and will turn 
the World uplide down for it. For the 
ſake of ſuch, eſpecially, I have ſet down 


ſo many matters of Fact, and of their 


Sayings, with ſome Conſiderations up- 
on them ;. that while we really value and 
reverence Antiquity, we may be con- 
ſiderably better d, and withal avoid 
the Failings that are 1n it. 
Now ſince this damning Opinion is 
much taken from the Doctors of the 
Church of Rome, who advance it to 
uphold their Greatneſs, and make no- 
thing in effect to deſtroy the Church but 
Hereſy andSchifm ; and every thing to 
be Hereſy and Schiſm that is any way 
againſt their carnal Intereſt ; and drive it 
on till they come to dragooning, baniſh- 
ing and killing, 

Since it bath no ground in Scripture, 
but is againſt it. 

Since it cuts off a great part of the 
Church of God, and oft-times ſome of 
the beſt of it; and hath no plauſible 
Ground, but ſome Sayings of the Fa- 
thers, who either ſpeak not to the mat- 
ter, or, tho with a good intent, go beyond 
the Truth: Let thoſe who are ſo for- 
ward to call the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
Schiſmaticks, and pronounce them dam- 
ned, learn to be more mild in their Cen · 

| | ſures, 
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ſures, and to take heed leſt they, on 
ſome accounts, be not found Schiſma- 
ticks themſelves, and ſtand in need of 
the mildeſt Cenſure that may be juſtly " 
given them. 4 


20%. It's ſaid, we may not worſhip 
God at any time, with ſuch as are 5 
guilty of Schiſm. | | 

There are ſome that are guilty of ſuch 4 
Schiſm, that we may not worſhip God 4 
with them ; but to ſay we may not wor- 
ſhip God with any that are guilty of 4 
Schiſm, is falſe, tho this ſeems ſtrongly 
affirm'd by many: This Opinion alſo is i 
much taken from the Romaniſts, as the al 
former was; hath no ground in Scrip= 4 
ture, and is chiefly built on ſome Paſſa- l 
ges of the Fathers. ff 
Several places of Scripture are al if 
ledg*d and mentionꝰd by ſome of the Fa- 
thers. 
If he neglect to hear the Church, let him Mat. 8. 15. as 
be unto thee as a Heathen and a Publican. 1 
We command you, Brethren, in the 1 Theſl. þ 
name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye 3:5: 
withdraw your ſelves from every Brother 


(who was of that particular Church) af 
that walketh diſorderly, and not after the a 
Tradition he receiv d of as. 4l 


G 3 Te 1 
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Eph. 3. Te know that no Whaoremonger —hath 
7 . any Inheritance in the Kingdom of Chriſt 
and of God—becauſe of theſe things the 
Wrath of God cometh upon Men. Be ye 
not therefore Partakers with them, and 
have no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful 
. 2 Works of Darkneſs, &c. * Cyprian cites 
$5. _ theſe places to deter People from wor- 
Cornelio, ſhipping God with the Novatians. 
I Cor. 3. I wrote to you not to keep Company with 
9—Il: Fornicators, yet not altogether with the For. 
nicators of this World —for then ye muſt 
needs go out of the World: But now I haut 
written to you not to keep Company ; if any 
Man that is call d a Brother, be 4 Fornica- 
for, or an Iaolater, or a Railer, or 4 
Drankara, or an Extortioner, with ſuch 4 
one no not to eat. And to ſhew that 
the Baptiſm adminiſter'd by Schiſma- 
2 ticks is null, he ſaith, © That God 
g, © ſo hates Schiſmaticks, that we may 
* not eat or drink with them; for 
“ the Prophet that was ſent againſt'Je- 
« roboam, might not eat or drink there 
(the Weakneſs of this his arguing is vi- 
ſible) And then he adds, Et audet quiſpiam 
dicere, aquam Baptiſmi ſalutarem & ęra- 
tiam cœleſtem communem cum Schiſmati- 
65 eſſe poſſe, cum quibus nec terreſtris ure 
ſecularis potus debet eſſe cummunis. Date 
* any ſay that the ſalutary Water of 
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&« Baptiſm and heavenly Grace can be 
«* common with Schiſmaticks, with 
„hom neither earthly nor ſecular 
« Drink ought to be common? 

But firſt, tis plain, theſe and other 
places, which might be added, do not 
ſpeak in particular of Schiſmaticks, but 
of viſible groſs Sinners; of Fornicators, 
Idolaters, Drunkards, idle ones that 
would not labour, and ſuch as will not 
bear Reproof from the Church, &c. and 
forbid not only to worſhip God with 
them, but alſo to have any Society or 
Familiarity with them, not ſo much as 
to eat with them. Theſe things both 
Diſſenters and others are to mind, But 


alas! how ſhort are we in this, as to . 
thoſe that are Members of our particu- al 
lar Churches, and how ſhamefully fail- i 
ing are ſome ? Many perhaps will have | " 
great Familiarity with Fornicators, _ 


Drunkards and other wicked People, but 
will not eat or be familiar with a ſober | 
Diſſenter. Iwere well if this was 4g 
carefully obſerv'd by all, and that ſuch . 
were not admitted to our Lord's Table, : 
or put into our Boloms. 

Beſides, thoſe Texts can by conſe. 


— _— 
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quence only reach ſuch Schiſm, as is as 1 
damning as thoſe groſs Sins of Murder "= 
or Adultery and ſuch Schiſm and ſuch 1 


G 4 Schiſ⸗ | 
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Schiſmaticks there are, and we are care - 
fully to avoid them both in the Worſhip 
of God and triendly Familiarity ; but all 
Schiſm is not ſuch, as I have ſhewed, 
ſince even the beſt of Men do know but 
in part, and love but in part, and may in 
> be guilty of this Sin as well as other 
ins. 
Yet many are very hot for this; and 
a Miniſter of a conſiderable Town went 
ſo high as to ſay, If one that was Sick 
had rceceiv'd the Lord's Supper from him, 
and ſent afterward to be prayed for in a 
Presbyterian Congregation, and die ſoon 
after, he was damn d. Behold the blind 
Zeal of ſome! fa a 
And it is to be conſider'd, that the 
Diſſenters, who believe if there be a 
Schiſm, that it lies at the door of their 
fierce Oppoſers, will, by the ſame Prin- 
ciple, thiok themfelves bound to avoid 
them, not to worſhip God with them at 
all, or have any Familiarity with them ; 
but we have not ſo learned Chriſt. 

This Opinion is mainly built upon 
ſome Paſſages of the Fathers, if 
not upon Prejudices, or carnal Rea- 

ſonings. Ek: 

It's fad? that to worſhip God ſome- 

times with thoſe thatare guilty of Schiſm, 
is contrary to the Rules and Practice 4 
y 5 9 
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the Primitive Church, which ought to 
be greatly obſerv'd. = 
As to the Primitive Church, we high- j 
ly eſteem the Practice of it; it's our Wiſ- 4 
om and Security,next to the Holy Scrip- 
tures, to obſerve it well, and happy "| 
ſhould we be were it better obſerv'd. * 4 
The Holy Biſhops and Churches then, " 
beſides what was expreſly mention'd in Il 
the Scripture, made ſome prudential 
Rules or Canons, agreeably to the ge- al 
neral ones given in it by the Holy Ghoſt, -=_- 
ſuted co their preſent Circumſtances and 1d 
Condition, for the better governing 
both of the Clergy and People, and for | 
Union among themſelves; but on ſeveral bi 
Occaſions, as the Circumſtances of the bi 
Charchchang'd, did change or go againſt i 
them : for that which was proper for one 
time, was not ſo for another, but was 
found inconvenient or deſtructive; there- 
fore they chang'd them, or in their Di- 
ſtreſſes went againſt them. And *tis our 
Duty and Intereſt to imitate their Holy 
Wiſdom in this, and not to imagine 
every old Rule or Practice of theirs as 
unalterable as the Laws of the Medes 
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and Perſians, or as the Commands of 9 
Chriſt our Lord and Lawgiver in his bl 
bind us no more, as * one ſaith, than the gung. 


um. 


Word; ſince many of their old Canons * 6. Tay- i 
| 


90 


in his Preface to 
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old Laws of 1 ; and Rigaltius 


yprian,Nos acta Veterum 
fic laudamus, ut ſique fuerint per verſa, 


| damnamus ; utamur interim noſtris que 


bona ſunt & convenientia Chriſti manda- 
tis. *. 
Thus many of their Practices and Ca- 
nons are difus'd by the Church of Rome, 
Many of the Canons of the Apoſtles, 
as they are called, are neglected; and 
many in the Codes of the Univerſal, of 
the African, and of the Roman Church 
(which contains all the former) with 
many Canons made in following Coun- 
cils, are laid aſide. This is own'd by all, 
and to mention them here would be 
needleſs and improper. 
The Fathers often yielded to the ne- 
ceſſity of the times, and ſo ſhould we. 
Cyprian in his Epiſtle to Antonianus ſaith, 
Se neceſſit ati temporum ſuccubuiſſe, & [a 
luti multorum providendum putaſſe, 
that he yielded to the neceſſity of the 
times, and thought he ought to provide 
for the Salvation of many. Rigaltius 
adds, : © In matters of the Church there 
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Rigaliius: Etiam in rebus Eccleſiz proarbirrio pt · 
ſidentium, magna debet haberi ratio neceſſitatis, eaq; 
ſnadente multa condongntur, que debent alis obnixe 
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ought to be had a great reſpect to Ne- 
ceſſity, according to the Wiſdom of 
them that preſide ; and when that 
requires it, many things are pardoned, 
which otherwiſe ought carefully to be 
“ hindred in giving and receiving the 
« Sacraments: Tertullian gives us Exam- 
“ ples in the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm 
and the Euchariſt, The Biſhop omits 
that, but adds, St. Paul himſelf ſeems 
to have yielded to this neceſſity, 2 Cor. 
10. 6. | 
To inſtance in two or three Particu- 
lars, which are near to our Caſe in 
hand. OR 
Thoſe that were Schiſmaticks might 
not be admitted to the Prayers of the 
Church. Upon thoſe words of * Cy- * De uni- 


prian, Docet Dominus ab his eſſe receden- on _ 1 


dum, the Biſhop adds, © The Chriſtians 


ec 
6 
cc 
6c 
c< 


did not obey the Laws of the Empe- I 
© rors that were made againſt their il 
Meetings, but they ought not to ad- 46 


* mit to their Prayers Schiſmaticks that 11 
* were excluded from the Church; fo an 
* the 10th Canon of the Apoſtles: and 
this hath been practiſed thro the whole 
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PFrohiberi tradendis accipiend iſq; Sacramentis. ; Exempla . 
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| Ep. 52. 
'Coroelto. 
Ep. 85. 

Antoni- 

ano. 


Ep. 72. 


" ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm, 
* Chriſtian World, Synefiw's Epiſt. 58. 
« Epiphanius Hereſ. 42. F. 1. and there- 
fore Synods met twice a Year, that 


the Excluded might make their Com- 
« plaints: Ionaras on the 37th Canon of 


the Apoſtles. To theſe I add, the Coun- 
cil of Nice, the 11, 12, 13, 14 Canons; 


Such as truly repent are to be among the 
Hearers for three Years, before they be 
ſuffer*d to join in Prayers with the Cate- 


chumens, &c. And Greg. Thaumatargns 


* before that, in his Canonical Epiſtle, 


the 11th Canon, makes five places for 


thoſe that were Penitents; the firſt is to 
ſtand without the Door, and deſire the 
Faithful that go in to pray for them ; the 
{econd is to ſtand within the Door, and 
to hear the Scriptures read, &c. Yet 
that antient Cuſtom order'd and practis d 


by ſo many and great Perſons, is not ob- 


ſerv'd by the Papiſts or us. And by 


this rule, they are to exclude the Diſ- 


ſenters whom they call Schiſmaticks. 

It was a general and known rule, that 
Biſhops, Presbyters, or Deacons, that 
were guilty of Schiſm or had lapſed into 
Idolatry, might not, when they repented, 


be reſtor'd to their former Dignity or 


Office; but be admitted only to Lay- 


Communion, S0 | Cyprian; yet the 
Stephano. : | 


 Bifhop 


7 


A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm. 
Biſhop rightly adds, The Council of 
Nice continu'd the Novatian Clergy in 
their Offices when they came to join with 
the Church; and which is more, a Coun- 
cil of Biſhops, tho but nineteen, at Alex- 
andria, receiv'd the Biſhops and Prieſts, 
who in the reign of Conſtantius had 
yielded to Arianiſm, and continu'd them 
all (which were a great number) ex- 
cept the Ringleaders in their former 
Places and Dignities. A bold ſtroke! 
ſo many Biſhops, that had fallen ſo foul- 
ly, to be ſo receiv'd and continue in their 
Places, contrary to the known Canons 
and Practice; yet this was done, as they 
thought, for the good of the Church. 
And Hierom, who imploys his Eloquence 
to juſtify it, ſaith, © By this neceſſary. 
« Council, the World was plucked out 
« of the Jaws of Satan; and ſhould 
not many things be done yet for the good 
of the Churches of God : 

It wasjudg'd an unſufferable thing to 
have two Biſhops together in one City. 


—— 
_ 


—— 


' De Epiſcopo nec Laicum remanſiſſe: The Biſhop adds, 
Epiſcopo ab Epiſcoparu depoſito, quamvis pœnitenti, 


nec reddebatur locus nec dignitas Epiſcopi, ſed tantum 


ut Laicus in Eccleſia maneat. At Nicanos patres reſti- 
tuiſſe Novatianos, & ipſos Arianos a Patribus Alexan- 


drinis ſalvis honoribus fuiſſe receptos, res ſatis nora eſt, 
br. Ep. 32. Cornelio, 


Cc Yprian 
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Cyprian and others are high againſt it 3 

yet our Hammond thinks there were two 

| Biſhops at Rome, Antioch, Epheſus and 

Hzr. 48. JO and Epiphanius ſaith, that A. 
or 53: lexandria never had two Biſhops, as other 
eu. Churches had had: to be ſure there 
were two Biſhops together at Antioch, 
*Brevicu- Paulinus and Eaſtathius ; and *tis * cer- 


egg tain that at the famous Conference at Car- 


cum Do- thage with the Donatiſts (where there 


nat. were Eighteen on a fide, ſeven to diſ- 


pute, ſeven to aſſiſt, and four to write) 


the Orthodox offer*d, if the Donatifts 
were overcome, their Biſhops, upon dif- 
owning their Error, ſhould continue in 
their Office ; and if the People could not 
bear two Biſhops in one Church, a third 
to be choſen. Thus for the good of the 
Church they would have difpens'd with 
an old famous Practice. 
And as to communicating ſometimes 
with ſome that are guilty of Schiſm, 
| many things have been done of which 
1% we have an account; and as Þ Selden 
Tithe. faith, * To argue from affirmative Canons 


& only to 3 is equal to proving a 


«© Cuſtom from ſome Law of Plato's 
“ Commonwealth. For tho there were 
& many Canons and Laws for Tithes, 
« yet (faith he) in no State of the We/- 
tern Church, whole Tithes are univer- 


1. 
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C. ſally paid; but there are many Cuſtoms 
4 not only againſt the Modus, but de non 
« Decimanado, in Germany, Spain, France, 
&« Italy, &c. So tho many Canons have 
been againſt communicating with Perſons 
guilty of Schiſm, yet *tis like they have 
not been generally obſerv'd, but many 
have oft join*d with them. 


Some were even ſuperſtitiouſly ſtrict See p. 39. 


in not communicating with others; as 
Meletius and Peter of Alexandria, ho be- 
ing impriſon'd together, would not wor- 
ſhip God together. 


And Euſebius Fercellonſis, when im- Baron. an- 


priſon d by the Arians, would not taſt of 308, S. 
the Meat which was ſent him by them, verus. 
leſt he ſhould ſeem to communicate with 

them. So he continu'd faſting four days, 

and publiſh'd a Writing, that he would 

die rather than eat any of their Meat; 

and then they let him have ſome ſent him 

by his Friends. 


And -- ug in refuſing to pray See p. 47. 


with Chry 
Fault. 

4 there are ſome Inſtances of ſuch as 

Tx 

Divers Presbyters and holy Poeple 
communicated with the Lapſed, and gave 
them the Euchariſt, before they had ful- 
filled the due time of Penance, or had 
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* Impo- 


oſtom, ſeems guilty of that 
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Ad Ju- 

baianum, 

Ad Quiri- 
num. 

Ad Anto- 

nianum. 


Euſ. I. 6. 
C. 41. 


c. 30. 
Soz. I. 4. 


c. 19. 


A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm. 
Impoſition of Hands by the Biſhop. Cy- 


prian oft complains of this. 
Cyprian himſelf communicated with 
Stephen Biſhop of Rome, who would not 


communicate with him or * 5 
Um. 


Biſhops, and ſo was guilty of 

We preſcribe, ſaith he, to no man, nor 
contend with our fellow Biſhops for this 
(about rebaptizing Hereticks) Charity 
is patiently and firmly kept by us. 
Diomſius Biſhop of Corinth ſhews, 


that in the grievous Perſecution of Decius | 


the holy Martyrs embrac'd many that 
through infirmity had fallen, and upon 
ſight of their Repentance made them 
partakers in Prayer and the holy Eucha- 
riſt. And ſhall we, faith he, con- 
* demn their Judgment and Compaſſion, 


< andprovoke God? &c. 


'The Orthodox held Communion with 
the Novatians in the Perſecution under 
Conſtant ius, when the Arians poſleſs'd 


their Churches; thenthey join'd in Pray- 


er with the Novatians, and had ſuch a 
mutual Love, that they were willing to 
die one for another; and deſign'd to 
communicate together, which had been 
accompliſh'd, if the Envy of a tew, who 
ſaid the old Cauſe of their Difference re- 
main'd, had not retarded the earneſt de- 
ſire of the Generality. 
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The Orthodox ſometimes held Com- 
munion with the Arians, who are worſe 
than Schiſmaticks. Theodoret ſaith, when _ 
Meletius was bani(h'd from Antioch, and . L 7 1 
Eazoins the Arian put in his place, the ll 
Orthodox, who from the Expulſion of i410 
Euſtathius their Biſhop, had for thirty +108 
Years born the Arians in hope of better -.4008 
times, began to have Aſſemblies ſepara« 5 
ted from them. . " 11H 
Ambroſe in his Funeral Oration for 79 
his Brother Satyrus, among other things Wh 
praiſes him, that when he was in Africt 


WM 


1 


( 
| 
where there was a Church of the Laci- 4 
feriaus, he would not communicate why Mil | 
them. A ſign that many communicate Wl 
with them, at leaſt occaſionally, elſe it 


had not been a matter of ſuch Commen- = * 
dation as Ambroſe makes it : Ml 
Baronius tells us, the Biſhops of Rome - 


held Communion both with Paulinus 4 
and Flavian Biſhops of Antioch, tho Fla- Wo 
vian was guilty of Schiſm; and with 40 
Chryſoſtom after his Depoſition, and with 
Arſatius and Atticus that were put into 
his place. 5 
The followers of Ignatius and Photius, 


and of Nicholas and Euthymius ; Hody 


faith they communicated together, tho 
Rgronias faith they did not. 
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A ſhort- Hiſtory of Schiſm. 
Thus many things that were general! 
practis'd have been diſus'd and chang'd, 
this. Many things have 
been done, of which we have no account ; 
and yet we have ſome inſtances of divers, 
and among them of the Biſhops of Rome, 
who have held Communion with thoſe 
that were guilty of Schiſm: and many 


more examples may no donbt be pro- 


duc'd by thoſe that are curious, and think 
it worth the while to ſeek after them. 

The better to know the way of the 
Chureh' and of Schiſm in Cyprian's time, 
I will ſet down two or three Paſſages 
of his, which may a little enlarge our 
minds, and be uſeful to us. 

4 Among our Anceſtors ſome of the 
« Biſhops in our Province thought, thoſe 
that committed Adultery might not be 
< receiv'd into Communion again, and 


&« {nit the door of Repentance againſt 


— 


Apud anteceſſores noſtros quidam de Epiſcopis in 
-provincia noſtra dandam pacem meechis non putaverunt, 
& in totum pœnitentiæ locum adulteris clauſerunt, non 
tamen a; Coepiſcoporum ſuorum Collegio receſſerunt 
aut Catholicæ Eccleſtæ unitatem ruperunt, quia apud 


D OTST © pwn 


eos adulteris pax dabatur. Rigaltius adds, Illud mi- 1 


randum magis, inter fratres manſiſſe concordiam, cum 
veriſimile fit, repudiatos ab auſterioribus Epiſcopis lapſos, 
tranſiſſe ad benigniores. Qualis inter diſcordes, in te 


tanti momenti concordia, Chr, Epiſt, Antoniano. 
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“ them, yet did not ſeparate from the 
College of their fellow. Biſhops, or 
„break the Unity of the Catholick 
4 Church, becauſe ſuch were received 
„by ſome of them. Rigaltias notes, 
It's more to be admir'd that Concord 
* continu'd among them, when it's like- 


ly they that had ſo finned,and been caſt e 
off by the ſeverer Biſhops, would go to Will 
* thoſe that were more benign. What | "af 
* a Concord was there among thoſe, that ll 


© difter d in a matter of ſuch moment? 
The Biſhop omits this, but it follows. 


Actum ſuum, &c. Every Biſhop 67 * | 
3 g k riety in ma- Wl 
diſpoſes and direQs his own Actions, churches wil. 
being to give an account of em to God. a 3 Wi 
mi N 
3 times. iel 
; | Socr. I. go 
A4cum ſuum diſponit & dirigit unuſquiſq; Epiſ- 22. Soz. 
copus, rationem propoſiti ſui Domino redditurus. Ri- I. 7. 19. 
galtius adds, Quanta hoc ſeculo libertas Epiſcopi, ma- 
nente tamen Eccleſiæ Catholicæ concordia. Sic Cypr. 
? Epiſt. $5. & in Concil. de baptizandis hareticis, & Epiſtola 
I Quintum., The Biſhop omits this, and adds, Quamdiu 
ullum Eccleſiæ decrerum intervenit, quiliber Epiſcopus 
omnia ad regimen plebis ſibi commiſſæ ex animi ſui ſen- 
Jentia adminiſtrar. Hunc locum laudat Auguſt inus 
S Epiſt. 48. ad Vincent ium, & lib. 4. de Baptiſmo c. 12. 
Neminem judicantes, aut a jure communionis aliquem Sententis 
moventes ſi dive rſum ſenſerit; neq; enim quiſquam Epiſcope- 
A noſtrum Epiſcopum ſe eſſe Epiſcoporum conſtituit, aut um. 
Yrannico terrore ad obſequendi neceſſitatem collegas 
ſuos adigit, quando habeat omnis Epiſcopus pro licentia 
bertatis & poteſtatis ſuz arbitrium proprium, tanquam 
ib alio judicari non poſſit, cum nec ipſe poſſit alterum 
FJ adicare. Ad Jubaianum & ad Stephanum. 
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* Cornelio, hex d; the * Government lay much in 
Vix plebi 


perſua- 
deo. 


very Biſhop diſpos'd of things in his own? 


A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm. 
Rigaltias adds, How great a Liberty 
had Biſhops in that Age, and yet the 
9 un of the Catholick Church conti- 
«© nu'd? This is more fully mention'd in 
his Epiſtles to Jubaianus, and to thi 
Council of the Biſhops. The Biſhop 
omits this, but adds, So long as no 
* Decree of the Church intervenes,every 
* Biſhop doth all things, as to the Go- 
„ vernment of the People committed to 
him, according to his own Judgment ; 
* and Auſtin in his forty eighth Epiſtle 
* to Vincentias, and in his fourth book 
7 concerning Baptiſm, ch. 12. praiſcth | 

It. 3 ; 
Thus we ſee a great Liberty in Cy- 
prian's Age, and many things which dit- Þ 
fer much from what is practis'd by the 
Papiſts or us; and that cannot be had 


mga Ao a. aoou es. oe. ea 


now, nor would be born if they could ſt 
be obtain d. There were then no Civil 
Laws for ordering the Church, no Im- 
politions of Forms or Ceremonies, no 4 — 


Subſcriptions injoin'd or Penalties an- 


the People; the Biſhops had but one ; 
Congregation for their Dioceſs ; and e- } 
Church, and yet kept up a loving Com-: 
munion with each other. : 


3 
1 
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So the Practice of Oprian's Age, 
which was brought againſt the Diſſenters 
here, ſeems to make for them, to be much 
like what they uſe; and that according 
to it, they may go in their own way nl 
without being cenſur'd as Schiſmaticks 10 
and condemn'd. They own Scripture Will. 


Biſhops, and ſuch as Cypriaz and thoſe 0 
in his time; they order things in their 1 
own Flocks, as being to give an account "lt 


to God; they hold a loving Communion "5 
one with another, and with thoſe that 1 
differ from them, in particular with the 
Epiſcopal Church of England, by a j | 
hearty internal Communion, and an out- 4 
ward one alſo ſometimes, and with the 
whole Catholick Church. They are 
for Peace, when many are for War, 
Cyprian ſpeaks of Movatian, that he Cr. 
ſtrove to ſet up a human or worldly _ 
H 3 Church; 


1 8 
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Humanam conatur facere Eccleſiam)] Rigaltius adds, 
non Divinam, non Chriſtianam, non Apoſtolicam; hinc 
illa Hieronymi querela in 34 Ezek, Eccleſiaſtici viri nun 
dogmatum cuſtodiunt veritatem, ſed de corde ſuo con- 
fingunt, Magiſtrumq; habent præſumptionem ſuam. 
The Biſhop omits this, but adds, Chriſtus Apoſtolis ſuis 
Eccleſiam paſcendam commiſit, illi corum ſucceſſoribus 
Epiſcopis jus ſuum demandabant. Qui Marte ſuo, aut 
Epiſcopos conſtituit, aut ſacra eoxrum munera attentat, 
humanam conatur Eccleſiam facere, nec Sacramenta 
plebi ſed Sacrilegia miniſtrat. Porro in hac noxa verſan- 


wr, quod humanam Ecclefiam facere ſatagunt, hujus 
um meere! rem: 


101 
10 
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Church: Rigaltius adds, © nota Divine, 
« not a Chriſtian, not an Apoſtolical 
« Church; hence that complaint of 
& Flierom on Ezek, 24. Eccleſiaſtical men 
*6 keep not the true rine, but feign 
e jt out of their own Hearts, and have 
& for their teacher their own Preſumpti- 
on. The Biſhop omits this, but adds, 
« Chriſt committed the feeding of the 
« Church to his Diſciples, they to the 
* Biſhops their Succeſſors. He that by 
& his own power either makes Biſhops, 


_ ©. or | executes their Office, ſtrives to 


* make the Church a human thing, and 
«adminiſters not Sacraments but Sacri- 
* legesto the People, And of this fault, 


—— 


—— * % — . * 


temporis Politici, qui omnia ad Nagiſtratum civilem pro- 
trahunt, & penes iplym eſſe ſtatuunt, Regimen Eccleſiz 


fingere & refingere. Antoniano. 
Mandant aliquid Martyres fieri? ſed fi ſcripta non 
ſunt in Domini lege quæ mandant, De lapſis. 

Ab Evangelicis præceptis omrfino recedendum non eſſe; 
& eadem quæ Magiſter docuit & fecit, diſcipulos obſer- 
vare & facere debere. Cæcilio. 

Commiſſa nobis divinitys caſtra ſervemus; nec con- 


ſuetudo quæ apud quoſdam obrepſerat impedire debet 


quo minus veritas prævaleat. Nam confuetudo fine veri- 
tate Vetuſtas erroris eſ.Unde eſt iſta traditio, u- 
trumne de Evangelica veritate deſcendens, an de Apo- 
ſtolorum mandatis atque Epiſtolis veniens ? Ea enim fa - 
cienda ęſſe quæ fcripra ſunt, Jeſus teſtatur ad Jeſum 
Nave, dicens, Non recedet liber legis hujus ex ore tua. 
Fompe io, nr 
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« to make the Church a human Church, Wt 

4 the Politicians of this Age are guilty, 1 

4 who draw all things to the Civil Ma- i" 

& giſtrate, and think it belongs to Him 1 

© to conſtitute or alter the Government 1 

« of the Church as he pleaſetng. 1 
This may ſeem a ſharp reflection upon 1 
ſome that little deſerve it. 9 
Thoſe Politicians (if there be any) 1 

who think they may alter 62 Biſbops 1 

or Government of the Church, as Chriſt wn 

our Lord and Lawgiver hath inſtituted 1 

and appointed, are juſtly and greatly to 4 

be cenſur'd and condemn'd; but our 0 
Princes and Parliaments may remove or I | 
alter ſuch things as are only of a pruden- .\ﬆ 
tial and human Conſtitution, as they ſhall 1 
ſee juſt cauſe; only taking heed that they il, | 


do not oppoſe what Chriſt hath appoint- 
ed, nor ſet up ſuch things inſtead of them, i a 
as will make the Church a Human or Wl! 
Worldly Church rather than a Divine | 
and Apoſtolical one. And yet this we 
are all apt to do, to ſet up a Worldly 
Church, and not a Spiritual one accord- 
i lng tothe word of Chriſt, which is the 
0 
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. y true Rule, as holy Cyprian often De lapſs, 

t ells us. es ll wt | 3 Cæcilia. 

5 APPL 2 45144. 125 Pompeio. 
30. To worſhip God ſometimes, with 


thoſe with whom we do not always, 
| H 4 is 


wo 
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is oft a Duty, and a ſpecial means ta 


vent, remove, or greatly to leſſen 
the Sin of Schiſm, and to promote 


that which is ſo deſirable, 'Catho- 


3 


lick Communion. COTE EE 
his ſeems to ſhine in its own Light. 

It hath been uſually calld Occaſional Con- 
formity or Communion, and cry*d down 


as a ſinful Practice, and miſchievous. 


both to Church and State. 

But the word - Occaſional is not proper, 
for it doth not fitly expreſs what is in- 
tended, and gives a pretence to ſome ta 
ſpeak againſt it. phe | | 

By the word Occafional we are to un - 
derſtand the worſhipping God ſome- 
times with ſome, tho we uſually wor- 
ſhip God with others. But many wil- 
lingly take Occaſion from the word Oc- 
caſional, to make it ſignify a hypocriti- 
cal Practice of Men for worldly Ends, 
contrary to their Conſcience ; to wor- 
dur God upon Occaſion for ſome By- 
end, to avoid Trouble, or get ſome Ad- 
vantage by Places of Credit, Truft or 
Profit, tho it be againſt their Judgment 
and Conſcience ; that the Diflenters: 


Who ſometimes worſhip God with the 


Church by Law eſtabliſh'd, are guilt 
of that great Sin; that none of the Dil- 
ſenters can by fincgre and honeft, but 1 
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ly ſuch as judg it abſolutely uulawful to 
join at any time with the Church ; and 
that none but ſuch ſhould have benefit 
by the Act of Indulgence. 
No to act in any thing, eſpecially in 
the ſolemn Worſhip of the All- ſeeing 
God, for worldly By ends, againſt ones 
Conſcience, is a horrible Sin. All pro- 
feſs their Hatred of that, and none ab- 
hor it more than the ſober Diſſenters, 
who are accus'd of it. . 

And how dare any ſay, the Diſſenterg 


who join ſometimes with the Publick, 


are guilty of that horrible Sin ? Do they 
know their Hearts? Cannot one that ig 
a Diſſenter think in his Conſcience, thar 
he may ſometimes join with the Church 
by Law eftabliſh'd, nay and that he 
ought to do ſo? Can he not think fo in 
his Heart? Who dare ſay tothe contra- 
ry? And do not many think ſo? Whq 
can diſprove it? And have' not many 
and eminent Perſons, whofe Names 
might be mention*d, pratis'd ſo, when 
neither Proſpect of Danger, nor Hopes 
of any Advantage, mov'd them to it? 
Who can deny it? And haye they not 


been greatly commended for it ? Yes, ve. 


ry much. And to put' this beyond all 
Queſtion, the Papers preſented to Kin 
10 
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and thoſe that contain an exact account 
of the Proceedings of the Biſhops and 
the Presbyterian Divines commiſſionated 
by his Majeſty for the Review and Al- 
teration of the Common Prayer at the 
Savoy, call'd the Grand Debate, printed 
1661. clearly ſhew they thought it law. 
ful to communicate with the Church of 
England, And it's notoriouſly known, 


that the Diſlenters, when they had Li- 


berty granted in the year 1672 by King 
Charles II. and in 1687 and the years 
following by King James and King Wil. 
liam, in many Places had their Meetings, 
tho very numerous, before the Morning- 
Service, and at Noon before their Even- 
ing - Prayers, tho it was very inconveni- 
ent for them, and the Miniſters and Peo- 
ple generally went from thence to the 
Publick; and in ſome Places the like 
Practice is continu'd ſtill, How then is 
this great Cry rais'd againſt them of late, 
that they are Hypocrites, and not to be 
ſuffer d, and that it's neceſſary new 
Laws be made againſt them? This is 


ſo plain, that many Diſſenters, as their 


Anceſtors did before them, may and 40 
judg and act ſo, that thoſe who ſay the 


contrary have no Cover for their Sin, 
but plainly ſeem to caſt Iniquity upon 
them, and in Wrath to hate them. 
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To paſs from the Word to the Thing. i; 

To worſhip God ſometimes with thoſe 1 

with whom we do not conſtantly, is not ji i 

only lawful, but oft a Duty and an excel- 1 

lent one; for Nonconformiſts to join ſome- | 

sS Himes with the Conformiſts, and the Cou- 1 
T formiſts to join ſometimes with them. _ 
; It's much to be deſir*d, that all in the 1M 
World that fear God, and all in this Na. 1 
tion ſhould heartily worſhip God toge- 9 
ther always, without any differences: 1 
But ſince this # not, nor is lite to be, as 1 
things ſtand, tis the Duty of every one 1 


in his place, to do what he can do, and 1 
ought to do, as moſt pleaſing to God. WW 
Many good Men, when they conſider 94 
the State of Chriſt's Church in the 1 
World abroad, and at home among our mW. 
ſelves, mourn in their Souls, and cry "a 
out; Lord, in this Darkneſs and Confuſi- mW 
en what ſhall I do? We would have had Wi 
things gone in another way, but aur God, 1 
1 whois Holy, Wile and Good, has order'd 0 1 
it otherwiſe, and in theſe Circumſtances bi ö 
what ſhall I do? Shall I always join «ol 
with the Church eſtabliſh'd by Law, and i 
with no other at any time? That I dare 4 
not. Shall T only keep an inward hear- bn. 
ty Love and Communion with it, which Wi. 
really keeps up Catholick Communion, 1 
and never join in publick Worſhip with - 
it? ll! 
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it? I think I may and ought to do that, 
and more than ſo: Shall J join with the 
Church of England alſo ſometimes? 
That, many will ſay, they think in 
their Souls they ought to do. 
It's plain, that generally they who 
are call'd\ Presbyterians, and ſome other 
Diſſenters alſo, judg it lawful, and fome- 

times a Duty, for them to do ſo, and 

practiſe accordingly. This they do for 
the good of their Souls, and to ſhew to 
all they hold Communion with them. 
For many oft have not Opportunities to 
join with thoſe of their own way, and 
therefore go to the Publick ; and there 
are many Biſhops and others, who are 
worthy Perſons, and preach excellently, 
and Diſſenters oft go to hear them, and 
reatly : honour them. And ſometimes 
the main reaſon why they go to worſhip. 
God with them, is to ſhew they hold 
Communion with them; that tho there 
be many things amiſs, againſt which they 
hear a real Teſtimony'by their Noncon- 
formity, yet they go to them to ſhew 
ta the World they ſeparate not from 
them, and the better to maintain that 
{piritual Love, which ought to be among 
the Members of the Churches of -Chriſt. 
The Diſſenters, who are of the Con- 
 gregational Way, ſay, they are not 


guilty 
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| guilty of Schiſm; and Dr. Omen and 
others have writ to ſhew they are free 
from it, yet they generally think they 

may not worſhip God with the Confor- 1 

miſts at any time. | | 

They ſay, The Church of Exg- Pr. Oven' 0 


% land, or the Generality of the Nation . «i 
“ profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion, are ch.. p. ih 
« apart, and as ſound and healthful a 55 *< «0 


“part of the Catholick Viſible Church 0 
* as any in the World; that there is 4 
* nothing in it that may directly and ab- "| 
* ſolutely hinder Mens Eternal Salvati- 1 
« on; that to this Catholick Church \ 
they owe all Love; and that it's their 1 
« Duty to hold conſtant Communion 1 
« with it, and that they do ſo by a Pro- 1 
« feſſion of the ſame Faith and Obedi- 1 
« ence, yet judg they ought not to 9 
« worſhip God with them; that tho "il 
« ſome condemn each other as Hereticks i 
or Schiſmaticks, and perſecute each o- Wd. 
ce ther, yet they are all of the Viſible Wil 
Kingdom of Chriſt ; that for a parti- 1 
cular Church to diſagree from another, 
< 1s not to ſeparate from the Catholick 1 
„Church — And that it's a fond Imagi- 1 
nation that we muſt needs want Love to 1 
& all thoſe, that we cannot join with in 1 
Religious Worſhip, or that there muſt "i 
„ 9 
| Is | 
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This deſerves to be well conſider'd. 

But the Presbyterians. go further, as 
they think in their Souls they ought ; 
tho this grieves thoſe their Brethren the 
higher Nonconformiſts, and doth not 
pleaſe the high Conformiſts. 

For Some ſay, they ought not to do 
ſo, becauſe we are bound always to do 
that in the Worſhip of God which is 
Beſt, and there cannot be two Beſts. 
Therefore ſince they judg their own 
Way to be beſt, they ought always to 
go in it, and never to join with any o- 
thers, neither with the Church by Law 
Eſtabliſh'd, or any others. This is 


. ſomewhatplauſible, ſeems a ſtrong Ar- 


ument to ſome, but is far from it. For 
Perſons and Churches that are better 
than others, are to own others, if built 
on the true Foundation, and to . impoſe 
no intolerable things for true, tho diſtem- 
per'd Churches, and to ſtrive to hold 
an outward Communion with them, 
the Stronger and Better with the Weak- 
er, and (much more) the Weaker with 
the Better and Stronger: Therefore the 
Presbyterians think themſelves bound to 
join ſometimes with the Conformiſts, 
tho they judg their own Way better than 
theirs; and that in doing ſo ſometimes, 
they do that which he. 
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"Tis ſaid by ſome, this way of the 

Nonconformiſts joining ſometimes with 

the Conformiſts, ſhews they are a luke- 
warm People, neither hor nor cold; that '' 
they halt between two Opinions, between | 
God and Baal, and have no Zeal for God; it 
that they are indifferent in Religion, and 8 
do this out of Worldlineſs and Profane- . ws 
neſs. There is no good Principle but 1 
may be abus'd. 1 
If any particular Perſons among them 1 
be lukewarm, neither hot nor cold, and 1 
go to the Publick out of Profaneneſs and 1 
Worldlineſs, they do very ill. But it's 1 
plain the Diſſenters have a true Zeal for Wl 
God, for they deny themſelves, in going 9 
conſtantly to their Meetings, tho it be ial 
contrary totheir worldly Intereſts ; they mM | 
| 


are zealous for that, and alſo to join 
4 ſometimes with their Oppoſers, tho they 
be cenſur'd for it. They have 4 Zeal 
for God, but 2c according to Nnomledg: 1 
They do not look on going to the Church, N | 
as a going to worſhip Baal: Thoſe that 1 
think ſo (if there be any) let them look | WW. | 
toit; and thoſe alſo, who think that go- 1 
ing to the Diſſenters is ſo. Thus both 1 
iniſters and People are far from Luke- 1 
warmnefs and fleſhly Ends; whereas W 
the Generality little mind Religion, run 
With the Multitude, and gladly take u 
_ cat wit 
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A. ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm. 
with what makes moſt for their Eaſe, 
and keeps them from Trouble, and are 
mightily pleas'd with that Saying, What 
I may do once or ſometimes in Religion, 
I may andought to do always. 

And the high Conformiſts fall foul on 
them for this, and ſay, that conſtant 
Communion is a neceſſary Duty where 
Occaſional Communion 15 lawful ; that 
if they can do this ſometimes, they may 
and ought to do it always. This they 
preſs every where, build much upon ir, 
and ſay, If a Man's Conſcience will let 
him conform ſometimes, in ſuch a Man 
Nonconformity .is a wilful Sin, and not 
tobe endur*d ; and that ſuch Nonconfor- 
mity is an unjuſtifiable Practice. | 

But the Nonconformiſts ſay, tho their 
Conſcience will let them conform ſome- 
times, yet it will not let them do ſo al- 
ways; that they ſhould fin againſt God 


and the Dictates of their Conſcience, if 


they did not uſually to their power wor- 
{ſhip God in their own Aﬀſemblies. The 


Miniſters ſay it was againſt their Con- 


ſcience to conform, and that it's againſt 
their Conſcience to ſit ſtill and lay aſide 


their Miniſtry. And the People ſay, 
their Conſcience and the Care of their 
Souls make them go conſtantly to them, 
and that their Conſciences wonld tor- 
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ment them if they did not, This ap- 
pears by their Meetings, when there were 
ſevere Laws againſt them, and they were 
in danger of Fines and Impriſonments, 
and oft underwent them. So there's 
Conſcience for joining uſually in their 
Aſſemblies, and Conſcience for join ing 
ſometimes with others, both with the 


Church by Law Eftabliſh'd, and with 


other Diſſenters that will not. The Re- 
verend Mr. Baxter many years ago 
ſaid, He would chuſe conſtantly to 
« join with ſuch a Church as he thought 
* moſt according to Chriſt's Mind, and 
_ « ſometimes with the Epiſcopal, ſome- 
« times with the Congregational, an 

c ſometimes with the ſober Anabaptiſts, 
« if they would permit him. This 
ſome judga right and noble Principle, a 
commendable Practice, and fit to deſtroy 
damning Schiſm. "498 

 ?Tisſaid, What we may do ſometimes, we 
may and ought to do always, But we have 
hundreds of Inſtances, that we would 
be loth to do that always, which we 
might do and have done ſometimes. 
We have often eat had and unwholeſom 
Meat, dwelt in inconvenient and bad 
Houſes, Cc. but are we bound to do ſo 
always? So, ſome have been forc'd and 


. deen glad to uſe ſuch Helps for their 
| 1 Souls 
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Souls as they could get, but are they 


bound to uſe them always ? If we have 


better Means and Helps, ſhould we not 


uſe them rather ? Reaton fpeaks it, and 


Scriptare alſo, and tives us ſome Exam- 
ples which look'that way. St. Pau cir- 
oumetz d Timothy, but oppos'd it in o- 
thers, and would not let Tias be cir- 


| cutneis d. He 'alfo to fatisfy the be- 


Act. 21. 26. 


ces and Nations 
[+ nin them. 


med any thing, Bo, if wo were in | 


fieving Jews, that were too zealous for 
theLaw, and mifioform'd of him, took 
Men, ſhav'd his Head, purify*d himſelf 
with them, *entreJinto the Temple, c. 
This he did ones, but would he have 
Gone o a} 25 9 

is aid, if Church be many ways 
cortupr, yet if we think it ſo right in 
the main, that it may be communicated 
with at any time; all in the Nation, 
wherein it 1s, are bound to communicate 
with 1 it always 


But this is a falſe Principle, and tends 


| to deſtroy the Church of God; for it 


tends to hold up Evils in Chorches, and 
to pat 4 Ban to l E in Chur- 

great Evils 
Joby geen Elizabeth and 
ret herd Maſs. when 


op Ridley, 


| they were in'the Tower, ſhould have con- 


nu'd0 doo? always, and never have 


A ſbort Hiſtory of Schiſm, 
ſome of the Greek Churches, and could 
communicate with them, were we bound 
to do that always? So, if one were in 
Holland or Scotland, and could join with 
them fometimes, 1s he hound to doit al- 
ways? So, a Church, tho zever ſo bad, 
yet if ſuch that it's not abſolutely un- 
lawfyl to be communicated with, muſt 
be let li: in that ſinful Condition, and 
never be reform J. A horrid thing! 


Fou'l ſay the Rulers. and the Generality 


of the Country are to reform it. True, 


but ' tis uſually the Knowledg and Zea 
of holy People, who by their Words, 
and Doings and Sufferiags, put the Ru- 
lers upon cafting Evils out of their King- 
doms and Churches. gs Te 

Beſides, moſt grant it may be done in 
another Kingdom,; and if ſo, why not in 
the ſame, and why nat in this? Whence 
comes the Difference? That which may 


be doge in other Nations, may I done 


in the ſame. Is there not the ſame Rule 
and Law for both? The People in Hol. 
land and Scotland differ from England in 
diyers leffer things, and uſe the Preshyte- 
rian Government, and are not damin'd 
for that; and ſhall they that in England 


do the fame things be damn'd ? I5-not 


the Rule of God's Word the ſame for 


other, 


1 
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A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm, 
other, and make a ſeeming, tho not real 
Rent in the Univerſal Church, and are 
not damn'd ; and two ſorts of People in 
the fame Nation, that differ in ſmaller 
things, and make a ſeeming Rent in a 
National Church, ſhall they be damn'd? 
The weaker part, and ſometimes the 
better, that have not the Law ſo fully 
for them, are they damn'd ? | 

Some ſay, the Diſſenters ſhould attend 
the Publick conſtantly, and forbear all 
other Ways of Worſhip beyond that of 
a Family, yet faithfully endeavour Re- 
formation in the Worſhip and Diſcipline 
of the Church. But they dare not do 
that, neither would it free them from the 


ſevereſt Cenſures; for ſuch would be 


look?d upon as the greateſt Enemies of 


the Church. Dr. Heylin tells us, that 


the Calamities which befel the Church in 


A ſhort Hiſtory of Schiſm. 

This is a ſpecial means to. prevent 
Schiſm, or remove it, or greatly leſſen 
it. This is plain, and ſhines in its own 
Light, tho perhaps many will not ſee it, 


For if Schiſm lie in ſeparating, and not 
Joining with others, then joining with 
them ſometimes, ſhews we do not ſepa- 
rate from them, Yet ſome will ſay, all 
that join not conſtantly with them, ſe- 
parate from them : but they are far from 
roving it ; and the Arguments brought 
by learned Man for that end, being 
nice, and intricate, and weak, are a 
| pra ſigu the Subject would afford no 
tter. 3 3 
It's aDaty alſo for the Conformiſts to join 
ſametimes with the Nonconformiſts. 


The Nonconformiſts muſt needs think 


ſo; for the reaſons they bring to prove 
they may and ſhould ſometimes join 
with the Conformiſts, do in their Judg- 
ment more. ſtrongly prove the Confor - 
miſts ſhould join ſometimes with them. 
For as the Diſſenters, tho they judg their 
1 than that of the Confor miſts, 
join ſamerimes with them; ſo ſhould the 
Conlformiſts do ſometimes with them, 
tho they judg their own Way better than 
theirs, And the Conformiſts, according to 
their own Principle, which they preſs fo 
13 much, 
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much, but too far, may join ſometimes 


with the Difſenters : For they fay,weare 
to communicate always with a Church 


which impoſes no ſinful Terms, elſt we 


eee The, Diflenters here- 
they are true parts of God's 
- ron Bſe Church, and e ole no finful 
Terms of Communion; therefore the 
Conformiſts ought to communicate Mets 


them, if not always, at leaſt ſometimes. 


Arthus: All Churches that arefound in 


Faith, and order'd according to the Rule 


of the Goſpel, are 10 be join'd with; 
but many of the Diſſenters ge” are 
ſuch, therefore they may and ought to 


be joih'l with. Or thus: An Churches 


chat have all things wherein the Rfſential 


Unity of the Church ſtands, and do not 


praQtiſe or impoſe any ſinful things in 
their Worſhip,, may be communicatetl 
Diffenting Chur- 
may be commu- 
Rye with. © There os 2200 fine fub- 
otions chat not hold, but this. 
ſeetti plain and lich; : and this is not on- 
ly lawful and "Put che be- 


Top Mans bo 08 . Con. 
| things. * imo or 10 finfu] 
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| Beſides, many that are Cooformiſts 
and join conſtantly with the ag 
frequently hear the Dilſenters, 1951 
them, and join with them N 
has been, and is 195 by my a 
ſeveral Ranks. They; ſay. it may, be 
done, and ought to be done, out of 
love to their immortal Souls and the 
Honour of God; and are not moy'd by 
the ſlight Reaſons againſt it, but rather 
confirm d in their Way, by. them, And 
many, who for divers rea ſons e 
come. amongſt the Diſſcnters, yet really 
think, gy, v, and ns it's E Erime 


to do. 
And tis a know thing, and bath 
been generally pradtis'd. . The Eng/yh, 


who travel'd iato France, us'd to Wer- 


ſhip God with the Proteſtant Churches 
there: And the Biſhop of 9 (Dr. 
Barnet). tells us, That when he Was 
& at Gem ba or Holland, he was an Oc- 
& caſional onformilk 3, that he judg'd 
« their Churches were ircegularly form» 
«ed, and under great N in their 
60 Conſtitution, yet thought Conjmuniy 
© on with them: uwe or 5 Wor- 
5 tad. And isthat 
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_'Tis faid, they may not join at all 
with the Diſſenters becauſe they are 
guilty of Schiſm. But I have ſhew'd, 
that we may in ſome caſes join with 
thoſe that are in ſome ſort guilty of 
Schiſm. And the Diſſenters ſay, they | 
are not guilty, of the Schiſm, if there be 
one; but that their high Oppoſers who 
caus d it, and refuſe to join with them 
at all, are the Schiſmaticks, and yet they 

oft join with them. vag ur 
But ſome ſay, they may not commu- 
nicate at any time with the Diſſenters at 
home or the Proteſtants abroad, becauſe 
they have no Biſhops, and therefore are 
wo Chirches : for they make Dioceſan 
Epifcopacy one of the Fundamentals of 
Religion, neceſſary to the Being of a 
Church; and ſay, that there's no Ordi- 
nation of Miniſters, no Miniſtry, or 
Sacraments, or true Worſhip of God 
Without it. And ſome have ſaid, that 
the Papiſts, who have Biſhops, are in a 
better Condition than the Proteſtants a- 
broad, or the Diſſenters at home who 
OOO os gt ep eee eee 
Theſe Men, who J hope ate not very 
many, by poſbing on their Opinion, 
ſeem to take the way to diſtufb or break 

our Church at home, and the Pròteſtant 

Churches abroad, agd to let in Popery, 
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Theſe are highly guilty of Schiſm, are 
Schiſmaticks with a witneſs, who at one 
blow deſtroy all the Proteſtant Churches 
abroad, as well as the Diſſenters at home. 
But theſe are but new Opinions among 
us, chiefly promoted by Archbiſhop Laud 
contrary to the Judgment of our * Re- Burner: 


formers in Edward VT's time, and the #if. f 


eoncurrent Opinion of our moſt approv'd 7 . 


Authors ſince, which are quoted by ma- 

ny; ſothat I ſhall mention but two of our 

later Writers: + Chillingworth againſt 10.6. 5. 35 
Kyot, who caſts off thoſe Opinions with 

ſcorn ; and Stilling fleet in his || Irenicum, 17 2. 
who in ſeveral Chapters largely diſputes *. 
againſt them. Theſe things are juſtly 
exploded by the Generality of all ſober 

People amongſt us, and by all the reform - 

ed Churches abroad. 2 01 4. 

But there are other Perſons for whom 

we are to have a great Reſpect, and 
ſtriveto give all ſatisfaction to our power. 

They ſay they cannot join with the Diſ- 

ſenters at all, becauſe that is a way to 
weaken, and tends to deſtroy the Church 

by Law eſtabliſh'd, which they are by 

af means to uphold: ; and therefore is not 

to be praQtis*d nor-allow'd, but to be diſ- 


- 
4 


gourag'd and oppos d. 
: oy = „ as 44 | 
4 \ 5 ; hy ' * 
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\ 
„ on a ways. * 8 
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.A. ſhart Hiſtory. of Schiſm. 

If it was ſo, there is great weight in 
what they-ſay ; but herein we conceive 
they are much miſtaken.” For the ſober 
Diſſemters Way greatly: ſtrengt heus the 
Church ot God in Exgland, and that 
Part of it which is by Law ;eſtabliſh'd. 


5 they do not preach 
to hold up a Faction br. a Party, but to 
promote tue Faith and Repeatance, in 
Communion with all that love our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity; and to pre- 
ſerve the Power of Godlineſs and the 
Life of Religion in the Nation. God 


_ -* whoknbws their Hearts and ſees their 


Ways, is witneſs of this; and they that 
doo, really ſtrengthea the Church in its 
Vital Parts, and make it flouriſh; | Be- 
ſides, | this Practio of theirs puts ſeme 
check to corrupt Opinions that are npt to 
grow up; and to the 'Wickedneſs of Pla- 
ces where they live, and ſtirs up the Pub- 

lick Miniſters to be more diligent and 
careful in their Work and in their Läves. 
They. ſtrengthen alſo the Church by Law 
'eftabliſyd ;/ for tho they deſire a Retor- 
mation of divers things in it, yet that 
may be dene without overthrowisg the 
Conſticatiom; and the Alteration of ſome 
things would make it ffronger and het- 
ter. This has been oft deſir'd in Queen 
4 8 Elizabeth's 
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Elisabelh's Days, and the following 
Reigus; and of late, King William com- Anno 69. 
miſfonared divers, Ars were far from 
thinking to change the Conſtitution of 
the Church, to have {chang'd ſeveral 
things: and tis reported the excellent 
Qneen' Mary intended the like ; and not 
the Diſſenters only, but many others of 
great Worth and Note in the Church, we 
may preſume, deſite the ſame. But 
they who out of à tniſtaken Zeal for the 
Church, did oppoſe it and continue to 


123 


do fo, do ĩn the Judgment of many Wiſe 


and Good - Men, really weaken the 
Church they Have ſuch a Zeal for, by 
narto Wing its Pale, and laying a great 
0 upon ſome things _ are not 
por the Fonndation of 


$, the Diſſenters Way 
heck chens the Church agai 
gre Enemies that fight 
Againſt Atheiſts, Infidels, - 
Scoffets, haters of Vodlineſs, 
Men, and in particular 


greatly 
the dan- 
gioſt it: 

eticks, 
uagodiy 
againſt Papiſts. 


They are à great Body, and out of a _ | 


Teal und worldly Intoreſt inceſſaatly 
bbur'by all chelt Power and Policy and 
"Treathery to deſtroy all xhat are trtie Fro 
tellants. Wiſe men exlenvour vo * 
then 


— Eph. 2. 20. 
yu Pro Vat, and ate not lice) ro * 


224 


. 


tho they 
The Papiſts know this very well, and 
therefore hate none ſo much as them that 
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then themſelves with all Oe venrry Friends 
they can; and ſuch Friends the ſober Dif- 


ſenters have been, are, and will be, even 
ſhould continue to be oppos'd. 


Ar. ho- are uſually call'd Preshyterians; and || one 


mas of 


Chriſt- 
Church, 


hath not been aſham'd to write, that 


the Prelatiſts hate the Puritans more than 


Printed the Widdringtonian Papiſts, and com- 


1676+ 


bine with them to root out the Puri- 
tans. 1 . ** 
And it is well known, they are hearty 


Friends to the preſent Government, and 
moſt faithful to her Majeſty, and to the 


Proteſtant Succeſſion by Law eftabliſh'd ; 
— -which is the beſt ſecurity, under God, 
to the Church of England, and all the 


other Reformed Churche. 
It alſo ſtrengthens the Churchagainſt 


all ſorts of ungodly Men. Tis Wick- 
edneſs that brings Miſeries upon Churches 
and deſtroys them. It was the Sins of 
the Chriſtians that brought on the 9 


pe lapſis. Alid 1oth Perſecution, as NF C rian and 
+ Lib-8.1; Euſebius tell us. The Sins of the 


: ſtroy us alſo if they prevail. If, 
19117 * * 


Churches in Africk, as Salvian and Victor 


deſtroyed many Churches, and will de- 
5 | We 


- 6 . 
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leave our firſt Love, if we return in our 
Hearts to the Egyt of Rome and live in 
Wickedneſs, Miſeries will come upon 
us. And this the Nonconformiſts in 
their places endeavour and ſtrive to pre- 
vent as they are able; and tis this, ti 
this which puts them upon what they 
do, and not their differences in leſſer 
things. 3 

And if the Conformiſts join'd ſome- 
times with the Diſſenters, it would 
remove a great deal of Evil, and tend to 
promote Univerſal Love. 

The true myſtical Church of Chriſt 
lies in the Godly that truly love him, but 
there are many wicked Men in the viſible 
Church that oppoſe and fight againſt 
him. So in holy David's time, many 


had no Rnowledg, and would eat up God's pfl. 33 


People as it were Bread, and ſo *tis yet; 
ſuch hate the Godly, tho in the ſame par- 
ticular Church with them, much more if 


in another. But if thoſe that are Re- 


ligious did ſometimes join with the 
Diſſenters, and look on them as their 
Brethren (as certainly they ought to do) 
this might ſome what ſtop the rage of the 
Wicked, and much remove the Heart- 
burnings and Contentions among the 
Godly. „%% ĩ˙ĩ˙ͥ¹1i!!Ü¹⁰⁰· T o WT 2 
K The 
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The Papiſts ſay, *cis their Duty to 
hate and per ſecute thoſe that differ 8 
them, and impoſe that ſolemn Oach up- 
on all that are Conſecrated Biſhops, 
Pontifi- Hareticas, Schi yu & * tie tr a 
manum. Pp pro poſſe. perjequar & qppag nabo. 
There's a great deal of that Popery yet 
working in the Hearts of many; and 
both Conformiſts and Nonconformiſts, in 
the Circumſtances wherein they are, 
mult. heartily join their mutual help to 
It's above the Power of the beſt of 
Prjaces, tho they may do many great 
things for. the Church, to build it up. 
That's God's Work alone, who hath the 
Hearts of all in his hands. That Reli- 
gious and Excellent Emperor Conſtantine 
Euſch. #he. Great did much for it. He freed it 
oi? from the Cruelties of Heathen Per ſecu- 
tine, |. 2. tog, made good Laws in favour of it, 
«54 apdfiraveall. ways hecould toſtreggrhen 
it. 4. found ſuch difficulties by. means 
of the Arians and the Conteſts of divers 
Biſhops, that in his Epiſtle to Alexander 
and. Arias, he crys out, © Reltors to ms 
„ peaceable and ſerene Nays, and 
x Nights void of Care, 7 77 : eaſure 
QI pa Light a the Joy ot a QUIET 
© Life 1 for the future be teſtocd to 


— 
- 


* 
* 
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EC 


«us alſo, Cc. and he felt with grief that 


ſeen with aur Eyes. But the Lord our God, 


— — neee 
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he could not build it up as from his Soul 
he deſired, nor can the beſt of Princes 
yet. It's our Duty therefore in our places 
to ſet our Hearts to help them, and in 
particular our gracious Queen Aune, un- 


der whom we enjoy ſo many. and great 


Bleſſings, by walking uprightly with our 
God, chearfully obeying Her, avoiding 
Diviſions and Contentions, and from our 
Souls earneſtly praying to God for Her 1 Tim. 2. 


and for.all. in Authority, as it is good and 1, 2. [ 


acceptable in the ' fight of God. our Saviour; 
and in this way commit ourſelves and 
our Church to God, who lives for ever, | 
and worketh wonderfully far beyond our | 


Thoughts. We are nothing, dying 


Creatures; are here to Day, and gone 
to Morrow. Perſons and Families, 
Kings and great Ones die, and things are BY. 
changed. The Iron, the Clay, the Braſs, Dan. 2.35. 
the Silver, and the Gola were broken to 
pieces together, and became as the Chaff of 
the Summer Threſhing-floors, and the Wind 
carried them away—and the like we have 


and. Jeſus Chriſt his Son our Lord liveth 
for ever, and rules and orders all things 
in the greateſt Wiſdom, Righteopſaeſs 
and Goodneſs, by ſtrange and wondrous 

| Ways, 


. > 1, : y * * * : | 
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ways, even contrary to our Thoughts, 
He hath preſerv*d} corrected, and deli- 
ver'd his Church an made it ſtand; and 
ſo will, through many Trials, preſerve, 
correct, deliver and make it ſtand for 
ever. The Floods have lifted up their 
Voice, the Floods have lifted ap their Voice, 
the Flood lift up their Waves. The 

Lord on high is mightier than the Noiſe of 

many Waters, than the mighty Waves of 
the Sea. To Him we commit our Gra- 


: 8 cious and our Rulers, His dearly 
„ beloved Church and Intereſt, our Selves 
ö and our All; in Him let us truſt, and 
1 we ſhall never be confounded. 
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